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PREFACE 


READER 


f þþ I E reader is not here preſented with 
an hiſtorical narration, nor with a cri- 
tical account of CHRIST's LIFE, but 
with @ picture of ſome of its great out- 
lines, drawn by the pen of devotion, in 
order to be copied into a man's pradlice, 
though it be with ſhades, by the SPIRIT 
of God, that the life of Ixsus may be 
manifeſted in our fleſh. For the HoLyY 


GrosT, who has made to us the joyful 


report of the goſpel, and ſet forth I Sus 
CRIST for OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS, 

has teſtified, as a part of this report, 
that He who faith he abideth IN HIM 
ought himſelf to walk EVEN As he 
walked; adding, HEREBY we do KNOW 
35 | that 
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that we know HIM : that we have that 
fnowledge, by which this righteous ſer- 


vant was to juſtify many, if we KEEP 
his commandments : the LOVE of GOD 


being perfected in him that KEEPETH 


his WORD, o make this known to us, 


that WE ARE IN HIM. On the con- 
trary, we have this alarming deciſion 
from this ſearcher of the hearts and 
vans; — Ile that faith I KNOW him and 
KEEPETH NOT his commandments 1s 


a LIAR, and the TRUTH IS NOT IN 


him, however loud his pretenſions may be 


to a clear notion of the ſimple truth, and 
to a belief of it. May the reader there- 


fore, who believes this part of the truth, 
that CHRIST 25 H RIGHTEOUSNESS, 


hcliepe alſo this other part of it, that 


He has leſt him an EXAMPLE of godly 


life, that he alſo ſhould, in the fellowſhap 
of his SPIRIT, recetved through this 
righteouſneſs, FOLLOW HIS STEPS: 


not to merit acceptance by it, (for that 
were to mſlake the ſuper-ſtrutture for the 


foundation, 
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foundation, and to ſuffer loſs indeed ) but 
to fhew forth his love of JESUS, in 
whom alone he is accepted; daily grow- 
ing up unto CHRIST, His head, till, hav- 
ing paſſed the ti me of his ſojourning in 
fear, he ſhall come unto the perfect mea- 
ſure of the fulneſs of the ſtature of 


CurisT, For our LORD came to re- 


deem us from this evil world; and Chril- 
tian life 2s the very thing promiſed to 
faith, and follows in the believer as na- 
turally, as a manifeſtation of the life of 
the root follows the union of er 

with the vine, or of the members with 

the head. But as the SPIRIT is LIFE 
becauſe of RIGHTEOUSNESS, /o the 
moſt gracious Emmanuel fulfilled all 
righteouſneſs for us, that we might re- 
cezve th SPIRIT of promiſe, to work this 
manifeſtation of his LIFE in us, So 
that as on the one hand, men, if they go 


not on the foundation, will certainly fail 


of this LIFE ; they, on the other hand, 
will as afſuredly fail of HIS RIGHTE- 
.  OUSNESS, 
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OUSNESS, who will not ſubmit to it, 
for the end for which CHRIST moſt 
painfully wrought it. Be it my reader's 


portion to have à deep ſenſe of theſe 
things; to umte a firm faith, beholding 


CHRIST crucified for RIGHTEOUS- 
NESS; a fellowſhip with his SPIRIT, 


and a tranſcrit of has LIP E, in one fair 
character. It is needleſs to go about to 


prove what a bleſſed ſociety that would 
be, whoſe members were but ſo many 
branches of the goſpel vine, grafted in 
him through the faith of his love, and 
full of its good fruit; ſo many ſweet 
manifeſtations of the one moſt exemplary, 
lovely LIFE of JESUs. To conclude 


then, let each contribute his endeavours; 


not only profeſs, but be, the Chriſtian, 


and make the LORD JESUS the object of 


hig imitation, as well as of his moſt 


ſtedfaſt dependance. For though there 


are tribulations and temptations, a crown | 


/ thorns, anda croſs, in the Chriſtian's 
way, as a partaker of CHRIST er- 
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) ings; yet is there a crown of peace, a di- 
1 adem of glory in the end, reſerved in 
heaven for ham, and purchaſed by the 
loving-khindneſs of his LORD. Haſt 
thou therefore faith in Jxsus? Then thou 
wilt, with a mind ready to obey him, 
| hear him ſay, TAKE UP THY CROSS 

AND FOLLOW ME, 
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PART TAE FIRST. 
From the Incarnation of Cuzisr 
to his Suffering. 


ON THE N 
LIFE AND SUFFERINGS 
N ö 81 25 « 2 
CHRIST, Sc. 
ca 


IF thou deſireſt to be powerfully convinced of 
thy ſad eſtate by nature; if to be thorough- 
ly ſenſible of Gop's hatred and puniſhment | 

of ſin; if rightly to apprehend divine love 4 

for the forgiveneſs of it; if graciouſly to be f 
delivered from an evil heart of unbelief; if 1 
deeply to be rooted in the faith; if to be 4 
- lovingly filled with the Spirit; if to be per- ; 
fectly eleanſed from thy corruptions and fleſh. 
ly lufts; if to be enriched with virtue and 
grace; if to be favoured with the know- 
ledge of the ſcriptures; if to triumph over 
© every enemy; if to be abundantly comfort- 

+ ed; if to have thy converſation deyoutly on 


B earth; 
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earth; if to perſevere in good works; if to 
be repleniſned with ſpiritual joy; if to en- 
joy the ſecret things of Gop ; if to die hap- 
pily at laſt, and to reign eternally in heaven; 
—xerciſe thyſelf in the life and ſufferings of 
- Jesuvs CurisT, the Son of Gop, whom 
the Father ſent into the world, to ſhew forth 
to all men a moſt glorious example of all per- 
fection, and bring his followers to an ever- 
laſting kingdom. Therefore love Cuxisr, 
follow J Es vs, embrace the croſs, 


CHAP. I. 


A Meditation exiting us to praiſe Gor D for his ex- 
cellent Greatneſs. 


LORD, lift up my heart to thee, 
drive away all ſlothful indiſpoſition 
infuſe thy quickening grace; kindle holy love; 
that I may pay thee the grateful tribute of 
thanks which is thy due. Take away the ini- 
quity of thy ſervant, cleanſe me from all filth- 
ineſe of fleſh and ſpirit, chat I may be made 
meet 


13 2 

meet to open my lips in honour of thy name. 
But of the dignity of thy excellent majeſty, who 
can worthily ſet forth thy praiſes? Behold all 
the principalities and dominions of the hea- 
vens, and all the angelic powers, are not ſufſi- 
cient worthily to praiſe the height of thy ma- 
jeſty; how much leſs then a frail man, who is 
corruption and a worm. For all the creation, 
all reaſon, every tongue and language, fail giv- 
ing due praiſes. What then? Shall I, ceaſe 
from praiſing thee, becauſe I cannot worthily 
praiſe tbee? Or ſhall I for this be ſilent and 
entirely dumb, becauſe I know myſelf to be 
unclean and inſufficient ? Far be this ingrati- 
tude from me, that I ſhould ceaſe to praiſe 
thee, whom every creature ought to praiſe, 
and eſpecially the rational man, on whom thou 
haſt conferred. ſo many greater benefits than 
on others. O thou Gop of infinite goodneſs! 
I know indeed, and confeſs with my whole 


bleart, that I am a ſinner whom it rather be- 


comes, with dejected countenance, with tears and 
ſighs, to ſeek pardon, than with polluted mouth 
to make mention of thy name. But yet, being 
confident of thy goodneſs, I deſire to acknow- 
ledge thee from the very bottom of my heart, 
ve 32 be- 
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md follow the way to the tree of life, which 
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(41 
beſeeching thee, in the bowels of thy mergges, 


not to caſt me away as an unclean worm, nox 


to withhold thy preſence from me. 
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CHA P. II. 


Of the Creates of the foft Man, and bis nin: 


* Fall. ä 


HOU, 0 Gop, who didit, by a ſpecial 
> privilege and excellence of honour, exalt 


man above other creatures to the image and 

ſimilitude of thyſelf, by making him power. 
ful in dominion, wiſe in reaſon, and innocent 
in life. Honouring him in paradiſe with an 


affluence of delights, that he might have great 


things on high to enjoy, and things below to 
govern; and might poſſeſs them all for thy 
- perpetual praiſe ; who, in mercy and unſpeak. 
able pity, didſt ſpare man, ungreatful as he was, 

for all thy benefits, from irreparable condem- 
nation, by driving him for his faults out of the 
pleaſant verge of paradiſe, to repent and believe, 


E oe ele Wo: 


meriies, 


Orm, nor 
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was left to him. (For he indeed, in ſtrict 
juſtice, deſerved condemnation for his tranſ- 
| greſſion, and not to obtain pardon). But thou 
| didſt not practiſe this ſeverity of juſtice on 
him; but didſt diſplay the ineffable ſweetneſs 
of thy mercy, ſubſtituting a propitiation for 
his fins, which ſhould amply ſatisfy thy invio- 
| late righteouſneſs ; laying upon him the eaſy 
yoke of faith and repentance, and ſealing to 
him the wiſhed-for indulgence and remiſſion 
of guilt, through Jzsvs, unto eternal life. 
And thus it came to paſs, that the rational 
creature was ſaved by thy free grace, who 


had fallen into extreme guilt by his own vo- 


luntary tranſgreſſion. Hence every faithful 
ſoul ought to give thanks to thee; not to 
truſt in their own virtues, neither to make 


mention of the righteouſneſs of their merits. 
For we, O mighty Gop, are thy creatures; 


we ſubſiſt by thy goodneſs; of thy bountiful. 
[neſs we receive what we have; but, by our 


depravity, we quickly ſlide back and fall. 
And unleſs we are again raiſed up and eſta- 


| bliſhed, under the ſafe guard of thy ſhielding 


mercy, we always incline to the worſt, and 
pine away in our iniquities. 


CHAP. III. 


of the Recovery of Man and the Promiſe 7 


Cuxisr' 0 ax 


Ho whoſe work is mercy, dial not 
delay to recal man into the way of 

A. and into a ſtate of uprightneſs, 
by giving to him the hope of pardon, and by 


heaping on him the rich conſolation of a ſal. | 


vation to be obtained, through thy Son. 


And left man at any time ſhould plead igno- 
rance in excuſe of his wickedneſs, thou haſt 
guarded againſt his error by frequent admoni-. 
tion, by explaining the law, by bringing 


plagues upon the earth, by exerciſing open 
judgments againſt finners, by multiplying 
ſigns, by promiſing good things to come; 


that they might be without excuſe who 
ſhould not be converted to this holy worſhip 


and to the knowledge of the truth. For even 


in the five ages, by patriarchs, judges, prieſts, 
kings and prophets, from righteous Abel unto 


John the Baptiſt, thy fore- runner, thou didft 
not ceaſe, by miracles, ſigns, and manifold ora- 
_ cles, to foretel, promiſe aad prefigure, that, 
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by ſo many witneſſes going before thee and 


_ declaring thy myſteries, thou mighteſt raiſe 


dur underſtandings to the faith; and by the 


lively example of ſo many antient fathers 
mighteft fervently inflame our dull affections 


tothe coming of thy beloved Son. 
CHAP. IV. 
Of the Inconveniencies and Wants I xs vs. 


POVERTY upon poverty! becauſe 


ſcarcehadft thou ſwaddling clothes to put 


on, who didſt, by wiſdom, found the earth, 


by underſtanding, eftabliſh the heavens; who | 
cloatheft thyſelf with light, as it were a gar- 


ment, and in thy mercy, madeſt a coat of the 
ſkins of the ſacrificed for the firſt man ; who, 
with a wonderful variety, adorneſt the firma- 
ment with ſtars, the earth with flowers, the cattle 


with ſkins and hair; and even then gave a robe 
of righteouſneſs to thy ſaints, and the garment. 
of praiſe for the ſpirit of heavineſs. O, the 
holy poverty of the Son of Gop ! how infi- 


nitely 


. 


mitely more precious than all the riches of the 
world! how far beyond the moſt perfect imi- 
tation: who that has been born hath ever 
endured ſuch ftraits? What hiſtory, what 
tongue, or what examples, prove that ever any 
ſaint had ſuch an entrance into poverty ? 
Therefore, beſeeching thee that thou wouldſt 
vouchſafe me, through thy grace, to endure the 
troubles of indigence with a patient mind, con- 
ſtantly remembering what a greater deep thou 
didſt lay in for me! Thou didſt deſcend 
from heaven, that thou mighteſt make it a- 
miable to us, and becameſt poor, by aſſuming | 
what was ours, who always continueſt rich, 
and full of what is thine on; aſſuming our 
poverty and frailty, foregoing royal diadems, 
deigning to be reckoned amongſt the ſons of 
Adam, by a participation of our frail nature, 
yet always continuing without ſpot of ſin, 
that we might be reckoned among the ſons 
of Gov. 


CHAP, 
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| C H A P. V. 
Hi On the Efficacy of the ſaving Name, IEsUB. 


[ESUS, my Gov and only ſaviour, in- 
ſcribe thy bleſſed name, the Loxo ovk 
Dae on my heart, not in the 
letter, but in ſpirit; that it may be there, 
and may there for ever remain fo ſtrongly 
impreſſed, that no proſperity or adverſity may 


alienate, or turn me from the love of thee, 
Be thou as ointment poured forth to heal 


my diſorders, a ſtrong tower for me againſt 
the face of the enemy, a comforter in tribu- 


lation, a counſellor in doubts, a deli- 


verer from diſtreſſes, a preſent help in trou- 
bles, an inſtructor in manners, a reclaimer 


from errors, and a moſt faithful guide to me 


through the many perilous temptations to the 


holy country; that, holding faſt thy faith, 


and overcoming, I may be found having the 
name of thee, my Gon, the new name, which 


no man knoweth the joy and bliſs of ſave he 


that receiveth it, written upon me at thy ap- 


| pearing, Amen, 
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CHA P. | VI. 


On the Neceſſity of Purification, and T houghts on 


the Preſentation ] Es us in the Temple, 


TY OW great cauſe have we to ſay to the 
church, as the women of old ſaid to 
Naomi, Bleſſed be the LoxD, who hath not 
lift thee this day without a Redeemer, that his 


name may be great in Iſrael! But what ſhall I 
return thee, O Loxp! What can I, poor 
and needy ſinner, give, unleſs the entire re- 


ſignation of my foul and body to thee in thy 


faith and fear? O how exceedingly neceſſary 


1s purification for the waſhing away of my 
tranſgreſſions, who have conceived fin, tra- 


vailed with miſchief, brought forth ungod- 


lineſs, and overflowed with corruption. De- 
filed with ſuch maniford ſinful pollutions, 
that I juſtly merit thy divine diſpleaſure, yet 


thou ſuffered for me to God, that I might 


live. 


Therefore I look to thee, Loxp Jesvs 
CHRIST, my heavenly and all-ſufficient puri- 
ficr, praying that thou would waſh away 
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all my fins; until clean and purged from be 
daſt of worldly affection and mortal corrup- 


tion, until /9ſed with Zion's captive daughter 


from every chain of the body of this death now 


heavy upon my neck, I may be made meet to 
enter, in the beautiful garments which thou 
giveſt me, into the temple of thy celeſtial habi- 
tation; there, together with ſaints exulting in 


the triumphant participation of thy life and 


immortality, to praiſe thy holy name, for 


ever. Thou moſt prevailing interceſſor! 


pray for me, thou accepted advocate, in 


the glorious temple of thy body, far more 


ſplendid than was Solomon's of old, who 
ſtandeſt between the dead and the living with 
the ſweet incenſe of thy Sufferings, that my 
great, my innumerable fins may, through thy 
powerful meditation, be remitted me; that 


| ſpace may be givihy me for repentance and 


for my purpoſes of amendment; and alſo, 


that, without which my purpoſe is, like a 
fading bloſſom, blaſted, and paſſes away as 
the early dew ; even the aid of divine grace 
to accompliſh it, that thy unworthy ſervant 


may proſper in the way, And whatſoever is 
ME wanting 


thy offering to thy moſt loving Father, be- 


dant mercy, Let thy unſpotted innocence 
cover the impurity of my ſoul, as well as of 


of my own will. Behold I offer myſelf into 


me that thou mayeſt be glorified in my ſpirit 
and in my body, which are thine : and what- 
ever I ſhould do, make me, by thy ſpirit, will- 
ing and able to do in thy ſervice ; mourning 


| thee a man of ſorrows, and ſighing after the 


image, rendering unto no man evil for evil, 
and alſo to overcome evil with good; to be 
wiſe as a ſerpent, but harmleſs as a dove; 
that I may, after all this worldly travail is 


12 N 
wanting in me, do thou, O divine Fulneſs! by 


ſtow upon me out of the riches of thy abun- 


my body. Let thy flaming love, light up my f 
luke -warmneſs; thy deep humility, bring | 
down my pride; thy moſt voluntary obedi- | 
ence, break the perverſeneſs and ſtubborneſs I | 


thine hands, O Loxp, who didſt purchaſe 


for my own fins and neglects, which made 


eternal joys, after thee, our heavenly bride- 
groom; deſiring to be conformed to thy 


ended, together with thy church, be preſented 

faultleſs before the preſence of thy glory, in 1 
thy holy temple in the world to come. O may 
ſuch faith, and ſuch peace bemy portion. Amer, 
CHA F. 
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CHAP. vi. 


07 the Perſecution of IESus and if his Flight 


into Egy pt. 


RANT me, thou loving Jesus, Who 


by this exile and thy other ſufferings, 
brought me nigh to Gop, that was alienated 
from him; even in a little meaſure to imitate 


this ſtep of thy long ſuffering patience, not to 


marmur at injuries done me, but to give place 
ro wrath; not in a want of charity towards 
thy church. and people, to provoke or 


run into, but to flee perſecution after thy ex- 


ample, when a greater good is to be effected 


by it, and to ariſe from it to thy people, If 
any one ſhall mock or reproach, or be in 
ſome reſpe& troubleſome to me, or preſs me 


to forego any worldly enjoyment 3 make me 
perfectly reſigned to bear it, in the hope 


of being brought up by thee, as thy mem- 


ber, from every ſtate of oppreſſion, as thine 


own were ſometime from the depth of the | 


fea, and fervently to intercede for his ſalva- 
tion; not to burn with hatred of the man, 
but rather to impute the whole to the / /er- 
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pent, who ſhall tempt 1 to ſuch enmity. 
Give me to keep peace with my brethren; 
never to, baniſh thee or thy example from my 
thoughts; but to ſhew all lowly ſubjection to 
parents and ſuperiors, to be willing to ſerve 
them; and patiently to endure, with thy peo- 
ple, every want of temporal good, every pain- 
ful ſtep in the way of duty, and even baniſh- 
ment from my country, nay from the world, 
till thou ſhalt refreſh me and bring me »þ 
again from the pit by the blood of the covenant, 
among the captivity of thy people, to the great, 
joy of thy 1/rael, and for the FP of thy 


NANG, amen, 


tu J 


CHAP. VIII. 


Of the Children ſlain by Herod for the Name f 
IJssvus. 


O JES Us, teach me to follow the in- 

nocency and humility of theſe babes 
in heart and life, that, laying aſide all bitter. 
neſs and pride, and ſuperfluity of naughtineſs, 
I may become as a new born babe, and fo 
receive thy ingrafted ward, which is able to ſa ve 
my /oul; and for the future aſſiſt me to be 
more meek, more pure, more humble and 
more chearful, amidſt my fellows, though I 
ſhall thereby be counted as a ſbeep ready to be 
ſlain. Nor let any effeminacy of the fleſh de- 
file me, but m>y I be kept, through thy Spi- 
rit, from all fin, in a perfect mortification of 
corrupt luſts and affections, and with un- 

ſhaken conſtancy in thy faith, even unto death; 
knowing he that loſeth his life for thy ſaks 
Hall find it in a _— of glory with thee. 


Anen. 


C 2 C HA. 


C HA P. IX. | 
Of the holy and hidden Life of the 5 11180. 


HUMILITY of Custer! how muth | 


doſt thou confound the forward pride 
of my vanity, and by how illuſtrious an ex- 


_ ample doſt thou admoniſh me to ſhun all oſten- 


tatious ſhews amongſt men, to decline the 
crowds of the world, to chuſe a retired life, 
to wiſh to be known to Gop alone, to take 
heed to my own ſalvation before all things; 
neither ſuddenly to thruſt myſelf forth into 


public view, though I ſhould be poſſeſſed of | 


manifold gifts, even.miraculous ones, as thou 
waſt, being thyſelf the Father of lights and 
the giver of every good gift ; but rather, by dili- 
gence, FagFarage to ſearch out the word of life, 


Enable me, O hos good maſter, 2 me to 
poſſeſs a watchful heart, to inſpect the form of 
my hidden life, and inwardly to dedicate my- 
ſelf, and all the powers of my ſoul and body, 
to thee, and to be ſeparated as holy to thee, 0 
Lon ʒ to love uſeful retirement and a ſilent re. 
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ſacrifice to Gop, and acceptable by thee, 


MS 
treat from the buſtle and hurry of the world, 
to embrace thoſe delightful things which are 
of thee and of Gop, and to hide up, in the 
cloſet of my heart, the moſt profitable book of 


nut muon er wh. 
— — 


thy holy converſation, whereby thou deſigneſt 
to commune with me, and to manifeſt thyſelf to } 
me: that ſo I may not fin againſt thee, but, = 
in the fulfilling of my days, when the beauty 


of man ſhall be cut off, I may become a holy 


Amen 


CHAP;-X; 


Of the Baptiſm of JESU3, and Y our Santti gs 


tiou. 


H ou. Lox p, who only art holy, haſt 


A. power on earth to forgive fins unto men, 
according to the multitude of thy mercies ;, I be- 


ſeech thee, let my ſoul live for the ſake of 


thee, neither remember my iniquities of old 
time ; but renew my youth as an eagle, that 
I may take my flight from carthly vanities, 


and, borne by the Spirit, may mount up in 


6 holy 
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holy love andliſe to'thee; Won immortal ul 


Forgive what is paſt, and may I, as being bu» 


ried with thee by baptiſm into thy death, be 


conſidered as once dead unto fin in thee. But 
ſuffer me to become alive again, in thee, as 


one riſen again for my juſtification; and know. 


ang the power of thy reſurrection, may ſhew it 


forth in a circumſpect walking for the future. 


Even now be pleaſed to pour thy grace 
into my ſoul, that, arrayed in the white 
* robe of thy purity, I may keep it in faith, 


unſpotted from the world, that I may find 
heaven opened to me at the laſt; andin 


this garment, wa/hed white in thy blood, may 
attain the full fruition of . glory. 
Amen. 5 


CHAP. XI. 
Of the Faſtings and Temptations of Jus US. 


LORD, the temptations thou didſt un- 


dergo, to prepare thee for thy public 
- miniſtration for the deſtruction of the works 


of the devil; that having thyſelf overcome 


him, thou n to caſt him out 
of 
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of thy brethren ; and alſo to ſhew us how it 


behoves them to be prepared, by faſting and'a 
continuance with'thee in thy temptations, who 
are called forth 'to miniſter in thy ſtead, in 
order to turn the people from the power of 
fate unto Gon, For here thou didft thyſelf 
fay, thou waſt as @ pelicam in the wilderneſs, 


and a ar owl in the deſert, ſmitten indeed inte 
2 Plate of dragons, to dwell amongſt wild 


beafts, without any human comfort, yet in 


no wiſe deſtitute of the inward ſupport and 


ſweet fellowſhip of angels; in order to afford, 


to all religious perſons, an example of the ſelf- 


denying life and manifold temptations, which 
they, who are partakers of thy baptiſm and 
are truly fons of Gop, muſt go through in this 


wilderneſs, having their manna of conſolation 
in thee alone, T on food of angels and re- 


freſhment of men! watching and meditating 
on the works, and ways, and promiſes of 
Gov, in the wide howling wilderneſs, where 


indeed the fiery ſerpent ſhot forth his poiſon- 


ed darts againſt thee, and ſubtly laboured to 


draw thee to diſtruſt, to preſumption and to 
| nerd z in * dependance on thee, grant me 


ſuſtenance 


3 


2 — "Me 
1 
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ſeſtenance amidſt the hardſhips in this wilder- 
neſs; the ſupport of grace, in the hunger of 
my ſoul, which this barren land yields no 
refreſhment to; comfort in tribulation, for- 
titude in temptation; protection from the men 
of the world, who corrupt themſelves in what 
they know naturally, as brute beaſts; and de- 
liverance from the fnares of the enemy, 28 
long as I live in the deſert of this world; 


that I may never be led by the luſt of the fleſh 


to diſtruſt thy love of me, becauſe the feres 


around me are not made brrad, nor all things 


made palatable to me; that I may never pre- 
ſume ſo proudly on a high place in thy favor 
and on thy promiſes, as to think I may cat 
myſelf down into fin with ſafety, as if no 
offence could hurt me, and fo to tempt thy 
abundant grace: and that I may never be ſe- 
duced by love of the world and its courting 


ſhew; no, not by the offer of all the kingdoms 


of the world and the glory of them, to apoſta- 


tize from thy holy worſhip to the ſervice of 


the devil; but that I may be able ſo to wield 
the /avord of the Spirit, thy holy word, fed. 
aft in faith, as to put the temper to flight. 


Thou 
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Thou Loxp of the angels, the creator of 
mankind and redeemer, in the weakneſs of 
our fleih, proved and tried in all things, that 
thou mighteſt be a merciful and faithful High- 
Prieſt, as touched with a feeling of our in- 
firmities, and in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without ſin; and that, compaſſionat- 
ing us, thou mighteſt heal us of the diſeaſes 
of our ſins; for, iz that thou thyſelf haſt 
ſuffered, being tempted, thou art able to ſuctour 
2s who are tempted Therefore, thou moſt 
valiant captain and triumphant wreſtler! who 
for me didft ſo ſtrictly faſt, ſo bravely fight 
and overcome, grant -me to be in nothing 
terriſied by my adverſaries, neither to ac- 
count it a ſtrange thing in my Chriſtian courſe 
to have a fiery trial befal me, when thou thy- 
ſelf hadſt one; but even to count it all joy 
when I fall into divers temptations, as being 
a proof of my conformity to thee, as Kn 
that the trial of my faith wworketh patience, 
remembring that thou haſt ſaid by thy apoſtle, 
 *©BL:fſed is the mam thut endureth tempiation : for. 
aoben he is tried, he fall receive the crown of 
life.” Give me to fight manfully againſt 
the world, the fleſh and the devil, though it 
TE. | be 


Aualvation of ſouls, and deſirous to publiſh 


[22 ] 
be w endure u great fight of nfflidions, and 


With an immoveable heart, to repel the aſſault i 
of every temptation, that Satan may nat. ger 


an advantage over me, by las manifold devices; 
but that I may always triumph in thee, Where- 


fore I intreat thee, ſend forth to me, in this 
my deſert, thy holy light and ſpirit of truth; 


that they may the more abidingly viſit me, 


watchfully keep, powerfully aflift, kindly com- 
fort, plentifully bleſs, and ſafely conduct me to 


thee, my Lozxp Jzsus Cnnisr, after this 
ſhort and miſerable life is ended. Amer. 


CHAP: x1 


Of the holy Preaching and ſalutary Dactrine of - 


Jzovs. | 


JPHOU god /epberd and faithfel keep- 


L er of thy ſheep, raten indeed from fal- 
_ doxwing after thoſe which were in great tra- 


vail, to feed the people and inheritance of God, 
in the integrity of thine heart, and with tbe 
Hilſulneſt of thine hands, ſalicitous for the 


the 


123 
the good tidings of thy word among the peo- 
ple, upon the mountains of Iſrael; who, after 
thy returning victorious from the wilderneſs, 
dia cume to preach the kingdom of beaven 
throughout all TFzdea,** ſaying, Repent ye, for 


the kingdom of heaven is at hand,” and that 


all ſhould deſpiſe the carnal life of the world 
and haſten to follow after heavenly things. 
Wih what diligent care, with what unwea- 


ried labour, didſt thou „hel ont, as a ſhepherd 


feeketh oat his flock in the day that are ſcattered, 
thy ſheep that had been ſcattered in the cloudy 
and dark day of fin and ignorance! Going 


about the villages and ſtreets, the towns and 


cities, to convert ſinners; 10 fearch ont that 
cubich xvas loft, and to bring again that which 
avs driver away, and to bind ap that which 


_ avas broken, and to ftrengthen that which was 


feet, and to confer forgiveneſs of ſins on the 
truly penitent, and to gather them in thine own 
good Hild. Thou great ſhepherd of the ſheep, 
grant unto thy miniſters, with a ready mind, 
to follow this inſtructive example of thy fer- 


vent love, of thy unwearied afliduity in the 
_ difcharge of the miniſtry, which they have 
received from thee, in crying aloud d ſhew- 


I 
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ing thy people their tranſgreſſions, and declar- 
ing unto them thy righteouſneſs; that thy 
grace, beſtowed upon them. for the work, 
may ſtill be ſeen in and by them, ſecking and 
converting ſinners, reclaiming the ignorant 
and thoſe which are out of the way, healing 


the broken-hearted, ſtrengthening the feeble 


knees, and the weak in faith, giving no of 
fence in any thing, that the miniſtry be not blam- 
ed, Make them to hate covetouſneſs, that 
they may # all things approve themſelves, in 
much patience, in affliftions, in labaurs, in 
ewatchings, in faſtings, by pureneſs, by know- 
edge, by long ſuffering, by kindneſs, by the 
Holy Ghoſt, by love unfeigned, by the word of 
truth, by the power of Go, by the armanr of 
righteouſneſs, on the right hand and on the left, 
by honour and diſhonour, by evil report and god 
report; even uſing thy gifts not to the divid- 


ing, but to the edifying, of thy church in lac. 


to preſent it as a virgin unto thee, though 


it be amidſt much contention and heavineſs, 


amidſt» much reproach and ſufferings; nay, 
though it be to ſeal thy teſtimony with their 
blpod, before they receive the crown. 


* 


- Abou 


251 
Thou, by thy apoſtles and teachers, doſt 
yet graciouſly condeſcend to publiſh the good- 
tidings of thy ſalvation, incline me diligently 

to attend to, ſkilfully to underſtand, ſweet- 
ly to taſte, the ſtreams of thy ſalutary doctrine, 
and duly to frame all my exerciſes according 
to the ſacred words of thy truth. Becauſe no 
where do I find the way of ſalvation and per- 
fection, but in thee, O Lorp, thou fountain 
of glory and eternal wiſdom, the light of 
life and the fulneſs of all ſweetneſs! becauſe 
thou doſt repleniſh us with them in thyſelf, 
that, as the rivers into the ſea, they, with all 
praiſe of them, may be rendered back again to 
thee. May therefore thy call to repentance be 
ſo heard in my ſoul through faith, as effec- 
tually to convert me to thee, and to make me 
ſubmit to thy righteouſneſs. [rcline my heart 
T0 th Jy teſtamonies, and not to covetanſneſs, that 1 
may be, za: without law to Gob, but uuder 
the law to thee. | Open mine ear to the dt of 
thy mouth. Turn away mine eyes left they behold 
Vanity, and quicken thou me in thy way. Grant 
me underſtanding and 1 ſhall live, Teach me 
true underſtanding and knowledge. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


of the rid M. N aud Benevolence of 


IEsus. 


HOU, O Lomb, didſt enlighten the 


world, and invite unbelie ing minds to 
the faith of thee, clearly making known, by 
public teſtimonies and ſigns, that thou art 


the CHRIST, the Creator of the world, at 


whoſe command the courſe of nature was 


over-ruled, and * the Son of God,” who 


cameſt into the world for the redemption of 


mankind; to work that mighty work, that 
ſpiritual wonder, for their reſtoration, which 
contains in it all the miracles of grace, which 


by theſe outward works of thine thou wouldeſt | 


repreſent to them and give them ſo many ſha- 


dows and pledges of; ſhewing thyſelf ſo be- 


nevolent to all people, of whatever age or 


country they were, that they, who were as 
poor as they were rm, even the vileſt of ſin- 
ners, were encouraged to come unto thee ; and 


gaveſt them free liberty to addreſs and touch 
thee : convincing us of the acce/s we have with 


confidence by the faith of thee, thou door to 
Geb! and how boldly we, who have other- 


wiſe 
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wiſe reaſon to tremble at thy preſence, may 


come unto the throne of grace, that aue alſo may 


obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of 
need, Bleſſed be thine eyes, which, thou didſt 
mercifully lift up upon the multitudes that 
came unto thee whom thou didft ſo compaſ- 


ſionate, that thou wouldſt by no means ſuffer 
them to go without refreſhment to their homes; 
but dividing them into companies, and cauſ- 
ing them to be humbled even to the ground, 
didſt, at two ſeveral times, by the working of 


a miracle, with a few loaves and little fiſhes, 


bleſſed by thee and given to thy diſciples to 


be miniſtred, ſatiate many thouſands of men, 
that they and we might have a convineing 


proof of the order and humility thou re- 
quireſt. | | 


O illuftrious Jzsvs, thou light of the 
world, and /alvation of Iſrael, who art our 


life, ſtrength and glory, thou Gop of our 
health, who doſt according to thy will in the 


armies of heaven, and giveſt medicine to heal 


fickneſs ! merifully look upon my infirmities, 


numerous as the diſorders thou doit cure on 
earth; and graciouſly over-ruling the ſtate of 


my nature, expel every ſinful paſſion from my 


heart. 
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heart, Enlighten the eyes of my mind, that 


they may ſee the light of heaven. Open the 


ears of my underſtanding, that I may hear 
what thou ſhalt ſpeak unto me, O my Gop. 


Looſe my tongue from the ties of a vain and 
filthy converſation to ſhew forth thy praiſes, 


and deliver me from all fears of the enemy 
and trembling doubts. Aſſwage the corrupt 


Hue of my heart, and take me from under 
the diſordering influence of ſublunary things, 
which human obligations are not effectual to 


reſtrain. Raiſe me from the bed of flothful. 
neſs, that I may grow from virtue to virtue; 
make my feet ſtraight, to go in the path of 
thy commandments, for therein is my deſire ; 
and ſtrengthen my hands with the power of 


thy might unto diligent labour in thee, O 


Lord ; that they may be taught how ſpiritu- 
ally to war, and my fingers how holily to 
Feht againſt the world and the devil. Cleanſe 
me from the leproſy of my ſinful fleſh, heal 
me of the fever of burning wrath and hot re- 


ſentment, and lower the ſwelling of my 


pride : deliver me from the ſtinging darts of 
envy, defend me from the gluttony of the 


belly, drive away the plague of avarice, and 


deaden 
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deaden the motions of laſciviouſneſs; that 1 
may not be like the ſwine, which the devils 
enter into, and hurry away headlong down the 
ſteep precipice of fin into the ſea of deſtruction. 


Particularly ſet me free from either being 


inflamed with the deſtructive fire of a perſecut- 


ing ſpirit, or from waxing cold, or being 
unſtable as waters, in thoſe things which con- 


cern my ſoul, through the abounding of ini- 


quity. For theſe are the molt grievous pal- 


ſions of a ſick ſoul, and the ſecret aſſaults of 
the enemies; diforders only to be healed by 
thee, O Lokp Jesvs CnRisT, and only to 
be expelled by the word of thy power. For 
none can cure theſe ſpiritual wounds, and 


work the inn ard ſigns of holineſs, the fruits 


of believing, except thou, omnipotent Lox 
Go, who ſpeakeſt and it immediately cometh 
to paſs, Allay alſo the violent ſtorm of temp- 
rations and the tempeſt of terrors; calm 


the boiſterous ſea of my troubles, and make 


all the waves of ungodlineſs ſubſide; that 


I may come to thee amidſt the fluctuations of 
this world; and hold thou me up that I fink. 


not. Speak down every high thought that 


D 3 would 
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would exalt itſelf againſt thee ; make the glo- 
ry of this world ſeem to me as darkneſs be- 
fore thee, my earthly mind to tremble before 
thee, becauſe of thy judgments, and my rocky 
heart to be rent into contrition ; that thou 
mayeſt appear riſen to me, working thy 
mighty works in me unto my ſalvation; for 
none can thus over-rule my nature, and do 
theſe .works but thou, O Gap, whoſe name 
is wworderful, who commandeſt and ſtraight- 
way it is fulfilled, Forit is only by the ſweet 
harmony of the divine attributes that 3s in 
= thee, thou ſon of David, that the evil ſpirit is 
driven out. Say therefore with thy holy word, 
appropriated by faith to my ſoul, Be clean, 
and it ſhall be cleanſed. Say unto the unclean 


ſpirit that ſo often tempts and vexes me, Come 


ene of the man, and enter no more into him, 
and it ſhall be ſo, Say to my foul, in all tri- 
bulation, I am thy ſalvation, be not afraid. 
Speak the word only and - thy fervant's foul 
ſhall be healed. 
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. CHAP. XIV. 
Of the Exanple and holy C owverſatin * 
Jesus. 


T HOU faireſt example ; publicly ſhewn 
in the preſence of thy diſciples and of all 


the people of //rael/ thou haſt ſweetly invited 


the hearts of the ſimple to the love of thee ; even 


the hard hearts of ſinners haſt thou, by thy 
powerful ſpeech, ſtirred up to repentance and 


faith in thee, To the learned alſo thou haſt 
afforded an example of edification in all thy 
and doctrines, ſearching the heart ard 


reins, laying out and unmaſking their inward 


corruptions, explaining the extent of the di- 
vine laws in thy precept and life, to convince 
men of fin ; enforcing the practice of them in 


the faith and love of thee and, this in the 
moſt affecting and engaging manner; teaching 


at one that had authority, and ſpeaking as newer 


man ſpake. May 1 obſerve thy honeſt and 


ſweet conſideration, and endeavour to frame 
all my actions and carriage according to the 
pattern of thy lovely life, which ſupplies to 


me the true idea of beauty and virtue; that I 
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may learn of thee, my moſt extraordinary 


maſter, who preacheth the grace to under- 
Rand, and do what thy precepts teach, to be 
meek and lowly in heart: that I may be tem- 
pPenate in my diet, plain in my apparel, mo- 
deft in my looks, ſober in my walk, peaceable 
in my temper, reſerved in my ſpeech, circum- 
ſpect in my actions, guarded at home and a- 


broad, watchful in prayer, devout in medita- 


tion, diligent in buſineſs, patient of reproof, 
ready to obey, tractable to all that is good; 

not ſlothful, not negligent, not moroſe, not 
turbulent, not a wanderer, not a brawler, but 
holy without ſuperſtition, ſexene without le- 


vity, pleaſant without wontonneſs, and de- 
cent without affectation. 


3 — Wo 


e 
07 the lowly riding of Jesvs into . 


; 77 O can utter thy mighty afts ; who can 
Hau forth all thy praiſe, O Lok D: ? Re- 

ic member me, according to the e. vour thou beareft 
uno thy. people, and viſit. t me with thy ſal- 
dien; that Os, the a of thy choſen, 
FE Ra 3 L may 


ä \ 
I may rejoice with thy people. I am unwor= 
thy that thou ſhouldſt come under my roof, but 


chou art lowly, as thou art meck. Come then 


to me, moſt gracious king, having falvation; 
come to give thyſelf and what is thine to me 
conduct me to the holy city, Jeruſalem, which 
is built in heaven, where the celeftial citizens 
live under the brightneſs of thy countenance, 


in what thou loveſt, and to what thou cameſt 


to gather us, in one body, and in perfect uni- 
ty. Govern me fo that all the light and won- 
ton motions of my fleſh, may be reſtrained 
with the bridle of continence. It is good for 
me to bear my Lok, and to be ſubject to 
his law of liberty, not to kick againſt his 
ſweet injunctions of obedience, but with pati. 
ence and meekneſs to ſuſtain the light burden 


laid upon me in him. Nor ever muſt I ceaſe 


from labour and ſpiritual progreſs, neither 
_ muſt I go any way either to the right hand or 
to the left, but muſt advance in holy purpoſe 
in thy good old paths, until, under thy aſſiſt- 
ance and guidance, I ſhall come to the Jeru- 


ſalem whith is above, where there is eternal 


peace; and where, clothed with white robes 
and with palms of victory in my hands, I, to- 
pn „er 
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gether with all thy ſaints who have gone be. 
fore and all that follow after, may ſing thy 
praiſe and proclaim thy glory amidſt the 
louder acclamations of heaven. 

O Lox, enter the temple of my heart, 
and purge out from me whatſoever pollution 


or proſaneneſs thou ſhalt ſee there. Caſt forth 


from my tabernacle all idols, falſe images or 
ideas of Gop and his ways; all the various 
fancies of a worldly mind, all the ſeducing 

reſpects of perſons and places. Overturn the 
fleſhly tables of money, that covetous de- 

fires may not enſnare me. Keep me, as a 

member of thy church, from betraying the 

innocent, who are to us as harmleſs as doves; 

from ſelling the poor for a pair of ſhoes, or 
gloves, as the word ſpeaks; from eating 
them up by uſury; and above all, from mak- 

: ing merchandize of ſouls. Forbid my affect- 
ing the abundance of temporal goods, leſt a 

fulneſs of bread ſhould at any time make me 
forget thee, and cool or extinguiſh my deſire 
of heavenly things. By the cords of thy 
love, drive away all the evil fancies and foul 
ſuggeſtions of the devil, which this worſt and 
moſt deceitful of merchants and barterers, 

; this 


EE 
this worſt of biting uſurers, the devil, that 
means to eat up and devour our whole ſub- 


ſtance for a little worldly exchange, is fre- 
quently wont at times to preſent to us; leſt 


my ſoul, being grievouſly tempted, and ſubt- 


ly enticed by any of theſe vain deluſions, 
ſhould be drawn into compliance, and be 
wounded unawares. Help, O Jzsus, and 


| ſuffer me not to be overcome by the ſnares of 


the devil and my own iniquity, Preferve me 


from all evil; ſtrengthen me in all goodneſs, 


that, eſcaping the corruptions which are in 
the world through luſt, and the perils of ever. 
laſting condemnation, I may enter into thy 
joy in the eternal manſions of the holy Je ru- 


ſalem. Amen, | 


"*CTHAT. XVI. 
Of the Supper of the LoRD. 
\AUSE me, O, Lox, to make ready, 
according to thy commandment the zp- 
per room of my ſoul, “the innermoſt parts,” 


furniſhed with thy truth, and not to be con- 
tent 
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tent with the outward bodily ſervice; know- 
ing that it is in the ſoul thou ſappeſ and com- 


muneſt with the diſciple. Vouchſafe me 
therefore a ſelf-judging heart, that I may not 


be judged by thee; a heart convinced of my 
guilt and danger without thy ſalvation; a heart 
truly contrite for all my ingratitude and un- 
helief, an undiſſembling conſcience to ſearch 


and confeſs my ſins, and a mind lifted up in 
fervent prayer for the remiſſion of them. 


CHAP. XVII 


Of the waſhing of the Feet of the Diſciples 


and f the ſacred ONE of JesUs at 
1 


HIS example of humility, l as a 
ſervant, thou, Loxp, haſt ſhewn*and left 


to us for our imitation, as well as to pointout the 


great deſign of thy coming; wbilſt thou, the, 


moſt. holy Gop, confounding the ſelf-exalt- 


ing pride of man, that is but duſt and aſhes, 
by the end didſt ſo humble thyſelf, as to 


waſh 
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waſh and wipe the feet of the poor fhermen; : 


thy ſervants, whom thou didſt freely call from 
the troubled waters of this world, and who 
were by nature children of wrath”, and 


te polluted in blood,” alſo remonſtrated with 


thy apoſtle, when he refuſed thy waſhing; 


repreſenting to him, that if thou didſt not 
waſh him he had no part in thee, in order to 
enforce unto every perſon the neceſſity of 
| ſubmitting to thy waſhing, even though he 


had the graces of an apoſtle, Nay, to prove 
to us the comprehenſion of thy grace, dif- 
penſed without reſpe& of perſons, thou didſt 
not omit to waſh, in like condeſcending love, 


the feet of thine enemy and betrayer, which 


were then „ ſwift to ſhed blood; though 
he, ungrateful for ſuch great benefits, /ike the 


 fow that was waſhed, returned to wall in 


his mire of iniquity, and did obſtinately per- 
fiſt in his depravity, foul and unwaſhed with- 


in; and, making his /a/? fate worſe than the 


Huf, did himſelf become an abode for the 
devil, which he had with the apoſtles in thy 


name and authority often caſt out of others. 
O wonderfully great love to ſuch a moſt im- 
pious ſervant, who was ſo greatly hardened, 


8 that 
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that he was not brought off from his conceive 
ed miſchief by the familiarity of his maſter 
at the feaſt, nor by the kindneſs of his lowly 

ſervice! O divine diſcourſe, full of the 
holy fire of love, by which thou didft en- 
deavour to ſtrengthen and comfort thy dif- 
ciples againſt approaching tribulations; giving 
them, in divine and invigorating ſentences, 
Full of grace and truth, certain hopes of thy 

glorious reſurrection, of their confirmation by 
the coming of the comforter, and of their 
aſſumption from this ſorrowful ſtate, this vale 
of tears, into the heavenly manſion of thy Fa- 
ther; and, lifting up thine eyes to heaven, didſt 
at the cloſe of thy diſcourſe pray for them 
which had believed thy word, and for them 
which ſhould < believeon” thee © through their 
word” and miniſtry ; that they might be kept 
from the evil in the world, and ſanctified 
through the truth ;” that being united to thee, 
they might be united to the Father by thee, 
and that the love wherewith thou waſt loved 
of him might be in them; moſt graciouſly 
commending them all alike to him, in true 
union of heart in thee; as thou didſt expreſs 
it, „that they may be one, even as we-are 
| | : one; 
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one; and moſt bountifully entailing on them 


the rich reverſion of thine inheritance, in theſe 
memorable words of thy precious teſtament, 


I Father, I will that they alſo whom thou 


haſt given me, be with me where I am, that 


they may behold my nd which thou haſt 


given me.” 


8 From hence thou wenteſt with thy diſciples 
over the brook Cedron, as David once from 
the face of the enemy; retiring into the gar- 
den in the mount of Oliwes, apart from the 
hurry of the people, for the ſecret buſineſs of 
prayer; and didſt there prepare thyſelf for 
the beginning of ſorrows, and for thy ſacred 
ſuffering of the wrath of Gop, which our fins 


had moſt juſtly deſerved, in theſe words, 
*« Tarry ye here and watch, until I go yon- 


der and pray.” I beſeech thee therefore, my 
beloved Maſter, that thou wouldeſt grant me, 


the unworthieſt of thy bought-ſervants, atten- 


tively to meditate on ſo heavenly a ſubject, 
and ſuch tively examples in thy actions. Eſ- 
pecially give me heartily to bow down this 
ſtiff neck of mine, to overcome my pride, to 


deſpiſe the ſhame of men, and to fubdue me 


E to 
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and bodies of others; not only on brethren 


and friends of agreeable diſpoſitions or forms, 
but alſo on thoſe who are mine enemies and 
ſhall ſeek my hurt, nay my life. Let it not 
ſeem unbecoming, or be grievous to me, thy 


Poor ſervant, to bow down my face to the 


ground, in the preſence of my Loxp and the 


congregation, and falling low on my. knees 


before thy foot ſtool, to aſk pardon for my 
| fins; neither to ſtoop, whatever high rank we 
are in, to perſons of the loweſt degree, to do 
them good, though it be to waſh their feet; 


when thou, my Gop, didſt not abhor the 


bending of thy knees before thy diſciples, in 
order to waſh them. Becauſe I am full of 


defects, and polluted with many evil affec- 
tions; I have, of courſe, need of great cleanſ- 
ing from thee, to waſh away my ſins. To 


thee therefore, the ſprinkler of many nations, 


J ſtretch forth my hands as a thirſty land, 
and humbly bend the knees of my heart, 


praying that thou wouldſt vouchſafe purely 
| 0. 


to an entire conformity unto thee, that I may 
be prepared to all works of humility and low- 

1 miniſtration in love; ſo that I may learn 
to beſtow the ſervices of true piety to the ſouls 
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to waſh my feet, and to cleanſe my going 
from the mire of fin, ſince thou haſt told me 
this purification ſhould alſo be effectual to the 


waſhing of my hands from wicked works, 


and my head from evil thoughts and conver- 


ſation. For in many things I have offended 
_ againſt thee, in thought, word and work, as 
well by omiſſion of what I ought to have 
done, as commiſſion of what I ought not to 
have done. 


Waſh me therefore, O lowly Jesus, who 


didſt lay aſide thy garments” of glory for 


me, and waſt girt about with my nature; waſh 
me from the foulneſs of my offences; cleanſe 


me from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, that 
being fully purged, I may have a part with thee 
in the eternal felicity, which thou haſt pro- 
miſed to give to all thy beloved, who conti- 
nue with thee in thy temptations. Suffer me 


not any more to return to my wickedneſs 


with evil doers; neither to conceive, much 


leſs to perſiſt, in any purpoſe againſt thee or 
thy church. O Lox p, who haſt ſo tenderly mi- 


niſtered the water of purification to me, when 


an enemy, open alſo the underſtanding of my 


E 3 heart 
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heart clearly to apprehend the ſpirit and im- 
port of the diſcourſes of thy mouth, which 
thou, kindly ſpeaking * a word in ſeaſon to 
the weary,” didſt deliver at the ſupper : for 
theſe are the words of excellent wifdom 3 
Write the new commandment, ** love one. 
another, as I have loved you,” in my heart, 
with thy ſpirit, that my ſoul may be inflam- 
ed with the two-fold love of friends and foes, 
and that all men may, by this, know that I 
am thy diſciple, | 


PART 


PART ru SECOND. 
Of the Suffering af Cauxisr until 


his Reſurrection. 


CHAP. I. 
The ſelling of I xs us by the Traitor Judas. 


ALAS for me! that I can ſo very little 
4 A. bear with my offending brother, if he 
has ſaid or done any thing againſt me; nay, 
many times, when there is but a little ground 
for ſuſpicions againſt him. Thou, without 
the leaſt complaint, didſt bear with Judas thy 
diſciple, at the very inſtant he was about to 
lift up his heel againſt thee, to ſell and betray 
thee, How excellent. thy patience! on the 
contrary, how great my impatience ! though 
commanded by thee to forgive, I am ſoon 
provoked by a little injury, eſpecially froin 
5 | that 
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chat man, to whom thou haſt at any time made 
me a benefactor, and deviſe various methods 
to avenge or excuſe myſelf. Where then is 
my meekneſs and patience? Help me, thou 
good Js us, that no eviÞ works, much leſs 
ſuſpicions of evil, may excite me to reſent- 
ment ; but rather let me, after thy holy ex- 
ample, be troubled that any one, much more 
that mine on familiar friend or acquaintance, 
ſhould offend me or ſeek my hurt. And do 
thou plant more abundantly in my heart the 
virtue of thy meekneſs, that it may bring 
forth fruits in all long-ſuffering and forbear- 
ance: for without thy ſpecial grace and inſpi- 


ration I cannot enjoy the advantage of tran- 


quillity of mind amidſt ſuch contradictions of 
ſinners, and ſuch oppoſitions as are in this 
world, and as thou haſt told me afore-hand 


will befall me. Grant me therefore the ſpirit 


of ſupplication for thy grace, in order to the 


preparing of me unto all long-ſuffering with 


patience. Enable me to examine myſelf, before 
I preſume to come before thee, whether there 
is in me any conceived malice or evil purpoſe 
againſt thee, whether it is that I am about to 
betray thee ; that evil may not afterwards enter 

into 
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into my heart, ſo as to induce me to deny 
thee for a little worldly lucre ; but that I may 
have a place in the boſom of thy love, 3 


= or 


CHAP. II. 
Of the Sorrow of Jesus, borne by him for 1. 


NJ LORD, on the approach of the hour 
of thy being betrayed, thou didſt be- 
gin to be heavy and ſorrowful ; and waſt not 
_ aſhamed openly to acknowledge in the ears of 
thy diſciples, ſaying, ** my ſoul is, exceeding 
ſorrowful even unto death.” Thou, who a 
little before hadſt girded thy diſciples with 
ſtrength to the good fight of faith, now 
carrieſt thyſelf like an infirm perſon, as if 
thou waſt deſtitute of all ſtrength and courage ; 
which thou didſt to comfort us, weak mor- 
tals, leſt perhaps ſome one, being ſeverely 
_ tempted, ſhould at any time deſpair of pardon 
or ſalvation. O Loxp, my only hope in all 
tribulation and ſtraits, make me, with a com- 
paſſionate heart, diligently to examine the dole- 
ful beginning of thy ſuffering, and, from this 
1 8 ſad 
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{2d beginning, gradually to aſcend to the cons 
templation of the more bitter parts of it, that 
in every ſtep of thy griefs for me I may ap- 
prehend a ſaving remedy to my ſoul. And 
though I may be in fear and heavineſs, under 
the burden of fin and under thy viſitations, 


through the infirmity of my fleſh, yet let me 


not from thence deſpair of thy love for me, ſo 
as to be ſwallowed up of ſorrow, ſince thou, 
the beloved of Gop, waſt thus afflicted ; but 
grant me the ſame mind that was in thee, and 
patiently to ſuffer whatever ſorrows await me, 
for the glory of thy name, not becauſe of ma- 


nifold tribulations to fall into deſpair, but 


wholly to reſign myſelf to the good pleaſure 
of thy eternal purpoſe, that thy ſtrength may 
be made perfect in my weakneſs, 5 
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CHAP. III. 


Of the Prayer of Jz8vs, and of the rejouncing 
of his own Will, 


5 nm lover of my ſoul and exemplar of 
my life, who when the hour of thy ſut- 
fering was come, didft without the leaſt reſiſt- 
ance or contradiction, freely ſurrender thyſelf 
and thy life, which no man could otherwiſe 
have taken from thee, to do the will of thy 
Father, ſaying, Father, not my will, but thine 
be done.” By which ſpeech thou didſt moſt 
highly glorify thy heavenly Father, moſt am- 
ply merit for us, moſt powerfully vanquiſh the 
devil, and moſt evidently manifeſt to all the 
faithful, the beauty of thy perfection, the ſign 
of our ſalvation, and the way to conſummate 
virtue; praying for the diſciples who did not 
watch and pray even one hour” at thy com- 
mandment, leſt they ſhould “ enter into temp- 
tation ;” but were heavy and ſlept for ſorrow. 
O pardon all my greater ſloth amidſt ſo many 
temptations as ſurround me; forgive the paſt 
riſings of my will againſt thee, and my refrac- 
tory murmurings and unwillingneſs to drink 
of 


— 1 e 
of the cup which thou didſt drink of; vouch- 
ſafe me, after the participation of thy celeſtial 
bounty, ſuch a portion of the unction of the 
Spirit, O thou holy one of IJſrael, that I may 
be able to rejoice in a tribulation which will 

bring glory to thee, and work unto the edift- 
cation of thy church and to my own eternal 
good; and that I may have it in all readineſs, 
hence-forth to ſubmit to thy juſt and wiſe wil! 
in the faith of thy promiſes ; ſo that I may 
enjoy the fruit of thy ſupplication, and, in my 5 
chriſtian courſe, have a willing heart created 
in me to imitate this illuſtrious example of thy 
ſelf-denial. Grant me alſo, that being ſtrong 
in the power of thy might, I may ſubdue the 
fleſh which is contrary to the ſpirit; ſo as to 
caſt away all carnal fear; frequently having 
recourſe, after thy example, to prayer and ſup- 
plication ; piouſly to hope for thy moſt gra- 
cious help; confidently to commit the iſſue of 
every thing unto thee, entirely to renounce my 
own will, and always to have a mind prepared 
patiently to ſuffer all things for thy ſake, 
Amen, Nd oo | 7 
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CHAP. IV. 


| Of the great Meekneſs of IEs us, at the Time 
of ſurrendering himſelf to his Betrayer. 


— 4 THOU innocent Lamb of Gop, who 
waſt not at all incenſed againſt thy moſt 
treacherous betrayer, neither didſt with any 
indignation avoid his preſence; but on the 
contrary, didſt honour him wich a friendly ad- 
dreſs, ſaying, © Friend, why cameſt thou hi- 
ther?” and whoſe raſhneſs, treachery and im- 
piety thou didſt, intheſe humble terms, reprove, 
Judas, betrayeſt thou the Son of man with 
a kiſs?” But alas! he, neither afraid of thy 
judgments, nor ſoftened by thy loving-kind- 
neſs towards him, did not refrain his hands 
from his moſt grievous wickedneſs, but became 
the leader of a wicked band, who was before 
the companion of the apoſtles, giving them a 
ſign, ſaying, «© Whomſoever I ſhall kiſs, that 
ſame is he; hold him faſt,” O wicked and 
_ ungrateful diſciple to ſuch a kind maſter ! per- 
fidious ſervant to ſuch a loving lord! How 
wonderful is thy graciouſneſs, how excellent 
thy patience, who, amidit ſo great a perſecu- 
1 Fon, 
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tion, and ſuch a baſe and treacherous betray- 
ing of thee into the hands of the ungodly, 
didſt not forget thy antient friendſhip and 
ſweetneſs, but for ſo capital an injury, didſt 
confer the benefit of healing; whilſt with the 
touch of thy ſacred hands thou didft reftore 
the ear of the high-prieſt's ſervant, which was 
cut off, and didſt with-hold Peter, who with 
5 zeal without knowledge” undertook to be 
thy avenger, from hurting the bold aſſailants 
of thy perſon; ſaying, “ Put up again thy 
ſword ints its place, for all they that take the 
ſword ſhall periſh with the ſword, The cup 
0 which my Father hath given me, ſhall I not 
drink it?“ For thus it muſt needs have been. 
Now I beſeech thee, O my Gop, beſtow on 
me, a frail reed, ſo ſubje& to be toſt about 
with every guſt of paſſion, more abundant 
patience in adverſity. Let not ſudden wrath 
overcome me, nor a paſſionate defire of revenge 
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inflame me, to uſe carnal weapons! when my 
enemy inſults me, when I am ſearched out, or 
ſome charges are brought againſt me, which T 
think myſelf innocent of; even by thoſe who | 
have taken “ ſweet counſel together with | 
me ;” grant me not to fear the accuſer, but | 
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to take his reproaches in good part, and ever 


to eſteem him my friend, who accuſes or op- 


preſſes me, giving patience an opportunity to 
have its perfect work. Let not any indigna- 
tion at the ſeverity that is ſhewn me riſe in my 
breaſt, nor the remembrance of an unjuſt of- 
fence abide in me; but let thy patient en- 


durance of evil ſtrengthen me, even to ſuffer 


greater tribulation for the love of thee: and 
never let me betray thee, in thy church, or 
brethren, or in myſelf, to reproach and ſuffer⸗ 
ing, with a 4/5 of mere external profeſſion. 


CHAP. v. 


Of the taking, binding, aud leading awvay of 


Jesus 7 Annas the High-prie/t. 
FF ©, they hold Jzsus captive, and lead 


him away bound to Aunas and Caiaphas 
the high-prieſts, But he, who could ſoon have 


avenged himſelf of his enemies and eaſed him- 
ſelf of his adverſaries, that indeed fought: 
againſt” him without a cauſe,” does not re- 
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ſiſt when he is apprehended; when he is led 
away, he does not revile: but he goes as one 


that is meek; is ſilent as a lamb; as innocent, 
and as humbly ſuffers. Now I pray thee, O 
my Gop, that the bitterneſs of thy doleful 
captivity, by which thou didſt work out my 


freedom, may frequently enter into the inmoſt 


thoughts of my heart, and more eſpecially 
may awaken and ſtir me up, under its deep 
impreſſion, to the fervour of holy prayer; may 
drive away all ſlothfulneſs, and make me, with 
alacrity and watchfulneſs, to perſevere in thy 
praiſe; that at leaſt, by ſome labour of obe- 


dience, I may make ſome grateful, though 


ſmall return for thy love. In the night-ſeaſon 
will Iremember thy loving kindneſs and think 
of thy righteous judgments, O Lok; reyolv- 
ing in my mind how great things thou haſt 
ſuffered for me, the vileſt of ſinners. Let me 
not think thy ſervice a bondage, nor ſay with 
the wicked, «* Let us break their bonds aſun- 
der and caſt away their cords from us; know- 
ing that thou, who dwelleſt ** in the heavens, 
will have” ſuch © in derifion.” Make me 
to believe always that it is good for a man 


that 
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that he bear the yoke in his youth, and keep 
filence, though he bear it upon him, quietly 


waiting for thy ſalvation, Let it be ever 


counted by me an unreaſonable thing, under 
c a cloak of liberty” to practiſe any ma- 
liciouſneſs; or to wander abroad from the 


way of thy commandments, and loiter away 
the time I ſhould redeem, remembering that 


«* narrow is the way that leads unto life.” 
Amen, | 


CHAP. VI. 


OF the leaving Jxs us in the Hands of his Ene- 
mies, and of the Flight of the Diſciples. 


THY brethren and friends, who had en- 
gaged to lay down their lives for thee, 

all forſake thee at the very inſtant of thy ne- 
ceſſity, betake themſelves to flight; affording 
thee cauſe moſt truly to ſay, My lovers and 
friends ſtand aloof, and my kinſmen ſtand afar 
off, Thou haſt put mine acquaintance far 
from me.” Grieving at this offence and de- 
ſertion of thy diſciples: when theſe, as © the 
ſheep” of the flock, having left thee, their 
5 ſnepherd, 
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ſkepherd, in the midſt of wolves to be ſmit- 
ten, as thou fore-toldeſt them, were © ſcat- 
| tered to their own homes.” What great ſor- 


row and grief was there in the heart of thy 


diſciples, when they ſaw their Loxp and maſ- 
ter ſo violently taken away from them and 


dragged to death! But thou, Loxp, who 
knoweſt all things and permitteſt nothing to 
be done without ſome infinitely wiſe end, didſt 
ſuffer ſuch great infirmity in thy choſen mem- 
bers, in order to produce unto them and us 
in time to come a far greater advantage. See- 
ing that by this event they were brought back 
to their own frailty, were convinced of their 
forward ſelf-confidence, and of their inability, 
in a time of trial, without thy ſupport; and 
were alſo rendered more compaſſionate to other 


weak brethren; more diſpoſed * in a ſpirit of 


meekneſs to reſtore them, who ſhould at any 


time, through infirmity, © be overtaken with a 
fault:” and afterwards did at all timGs conti- 


nue more humble and devout, cleaving to 
thee with greater circumſpection and fervour 
of ſpirit, . 
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How profitable is it to me moſt diligently 
to confider this paſſage, and never to preſume 
upon any thing great of myſelf, leſt I alſo 
ſhould then experience the like ſad conſe- 
quenees and ſhould be given up to a fiery trial 1 
and be ſifted of Satan, as wheat, For al- 4 
though there has been ſometimes preſent with L 
me ſome grace and fervent deſire after thy 

glory, and the well-being of thy body, the 
church; yet Iam not certain how long it may 
continue, or what danger in time of tempta- 
tion may hang over. me. O be with me in 
trouble, when I go through this fire and wa- 
ter, that I may not be hurt; and make me 
watchful againſt ſelf-confidence. For, if the 
pillars of the church, the apoſtles of CuRIST, 
were thus ſhaken in the hour of tribulation, 
What then ſhall I think of myſelf, a moſt frail 
/ poor creature] notwithſtanding all forward re- 
ſolutions and profeſſions, if a light affliction 
ſhould aſſail me? What, if I could not abide 
with thy body, the church, without laying 
down my life? Some indeed, O Loxp, over- 
looking what is praiſe-worthy, fix their eyes 
on theſe exceptionable parts of the conduct of 


thy holy apoſtles, becauſe they ſo baſely for- 
ſoar 
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ſook thee, and broken down with fear, ſought 


to eſcape. But they do not conſider how ſoon 


they have been, in leſs extraordinary trials, 


by love or hatred, or through fear of loſing 


this friend, or that intereſt or temporary ad- 
vantage, turned from the truth. Otherwiſe 


they would “ put” their mouths in the 


duſt;” and whilſt they thank thee for thy love 
co perſons with ſuch infirmities, that we might 
not deſpair when we fall, would pray thee to 
endow them with their graces. O Logo, ſuf- 


fer me not on any account ro run headlong into 


ſuch madneſs of heart, as to be carried away 
with the tide of ungodlineſs, nor to depart 
from the holy purpoſe that I have once under- 


taken; but may I follow thee whitherſoever 


thou goeſt, be it in life or death. May I not 


Ay from thee or thy body, the church, in the 


time of adverſity, nor go after any of my own 
evil likings or luſts, conſenting to fin againſt 
thy commandments. But may I, for the love 
of thee, and in the purſuit of virtue, chear- 
fully fore-go all things, and expoſe myſelf to 


_ undergo divers labours and difficulties; that I 


may not, through my own ſlothfulneſs or ſome 
unprofitable gain, or pleaſure in life, loſe thee, 


the 
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the ſupreme good and life eternal, „ Let 


not the foot of pride“ for any good work. 
wrought in me © come againſt me,” nor let 
me ſpeak preſumptuouſly with Peter, either 


preferring myſelf to, or equalling myſelf with 


others; but may I always work out” my 
* own ſalvation with fear and trembling,” 


| humbly conſidering my great frailty. 


O merciful Jesus, pardon me, who have, 
more frequently than theſe, offended thee, and 
have ſo readily turned aſide to the vanities of 


life! neither have diligently ſet my heart upon 
that which I propoſed, through thy grace, 


ever to keep it fixed upon. Alas! how often 
when I look back, do ſee in how many things, 
which were of no importance, I miſpent my 
time. Thou haſt indeed gone in a ſtrait way 
to be my fore-runner; and yet I ungratefully 


paſſed on, as if thy ſorrows were nothing to 


me. Be mindful of my unwiſe heart, and 


pour into me an affecting and laſting remem- 
brance of thy bitter ſuffering ; that I may con- 


tinue ſtedfaſt, immoveable, built up, toge- 
ther with thy people, as a lively ſtone” on 


thee, the true foundation, laid thus low for me. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. VII. 
Of the bringing of I Es us before Annas, and of 
the ſmiting him on the Cheek, 


FI HOU prince of life, who upon be- 
| ing brought before Aunat, the high- 


prieſt, and queſtioned concerning many things 


by him, waſt, for a humble and true anſwer, 
roughly ſmitten on the cheek; ſhewing thy 


church and members what they may expect 


when they have ſpoke thy truth openly to 
the world.” O thou glorious king, who ſuf- 
fered this grievous diſhonour from the hands 
of an audacious officer, and for the fulfilling 
of this ſcripture, they ſhall ſmite the judge 
of [/rael with a rod upon the cheek ;”” when 
for the anſwer of thy mouth he returned thee 
a blow on the face, ſaying, © Anſwereſt thou 
the high- prieſt ſo?” To whom thou didſt not 


omit giving a gentle remonſtrance, in theſe 


words, © If I have ſpoken evil, bear witneſs 
of the evil; but if well, why ſmiteſt thou 
me?” How did the virtue of lenity and 


meekneſs ſhine forth in thee, who didſt not 


with ſudden chaſtiſement avenge fuch an in- 
jurious 
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1 
jurious ſtroke; but didſt rather with delibe. 
rate argument correct the mind of the ſtriker. 
Behold now, thou ſervant of CHRIST, and 
prove thyſelf, whether thou canſt patiently 
bear a blow on the cheek for the love of IE. 
sus. Say, if thou canſt, without reſentment, 
endure a hard ſpeech? How wouldſt thou then 


ſuffer a blow on thy cheek? Thou grieveſt 


for the unjuſt offence of thy Loxp, but more 
is it to be lamented that thou perceiveſt thy- 
ſelf ſo unable to bear the ſmalleſt injuries for 
the honour of CHRIS H. Thou propoſeſt brave 
things, thou meditateſt excellent things ; but 
thou art troubled at the firſt word of the re- 
viler, and findeſt thyſelf weaker than thou 
thoughteſt. Flee therefore to JES us, and fo 
much the more earneſtly intreat of him the 
virtue of patience, 


O thou good Saviour, teach me with ſtrength 
and fortitude, and with an undiſturbed heart, 
to receive ſharp reproaches and reviling words, 
and not with angry ſpeech to defend myſelf 
from the unjuſt complaints made againſt me; 
or, under the proſtituted names of honour or 
fztisfation, to thirſt for the blood of others; 

but, 
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but, with a meek ſilence, to overcome them. 
Or if it behoves me to ſpeak, my reply to 
my adverſaries may be with that ſoftneſs 
which “ turns away wrath.” Enable thy mi- 
niſters to ſpeak openly to the world the word 
of thy truth, and to declare it in tha congre- 


gations with undiſguiſed ſincerity and without 


ſecret reſervation, that this may be a witneſs 
to which they may refer the enquirers after 
their doctrine. Vouchſafe alſo upright and 
gracious ſpeech to my mouth in the preſence 
of all that oppoſe themſelves; and whilſt the 
mouth of the ungodly 1s opened, or the hand 
of the wicked rageth againſt me, give me, O 
Jesus, for an invincible ſhield, a humble and 
undiſturbed conſtancy of mind, that if I 


{hould be called to partake ſo far of thy ſuf- 
ferings, as to be ſmitten ** on the one cheek,” 


I may, though with remonſtrance againſt the 
injuſtice of it, after thy moſt meek example, 
« turn the other alſo,” | 
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GK. 


Of the Denial; of CurisT by Peter, and bir 
Hitler weeping. 


HO fore-ſeer of future events, cl way 

A of caution, didft foretel to thy zealous 
diſciple Peter, his ſad and grievous fall, who 
turning thyſelf, didſt mercifully look on him, 
that he might acknowledge his guilt, and 
mourn the grievous crime of his denial of 


thee. Wherefore as one who had not irreco- 


verably fallen into the pit of deſpair, but who 
relied on the continuance of thy unſpeakable 
mercy, compaſſio on and grace, which he had 


often experienced towards him; he had re- 
courſe to the remedy of ſaving repentance, 


and found the gate of thy infinite mercy open- 
ed to him. 


Thou divine fountain of mercy, and over- 
flowing grace! whence the ſinner is wont to 


draw the greateſt hope of pardon. O that 


my head were a fountain of tears, that with 
Peter I might lament my fins in the faith of 
thy love, till, through thy intervening merits, I 

CG | obtain 
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obtain the pardon of my faults and thy loſt 
favour! Remember me, O Loxp I Es us, thou 
dear Redeemer, who lifteſt up them that are 


down; take compaſſion on me, a frail ſin- 


ner, ſurrounded with many troubleſome af- 
fections, that I may not fall under this, load 


of corruptions, or be frighted by any tribu- 


lation to forſake thee, or, after the commiſ- 
ſion of ſuch evil, be ſwallowed up of too much 
ſorrow. For thou haſt a greater compaſſion 
on thoſe that have fallen and gone out of the 
way, becauſe that thou thyſelf hadſt a feeling 


of our infirmities, and knoweſt what grace 


we want to help in the time of our need. 


Help therefore, great ſhepherd, thy poor 
ſtraying ſheep; draw the lapſed ſoul from all 
filthineſs; comfort the afflicted; ſtrengthen 


the weak-hearted; protect us from the enemy; 
keep us from the manifold ſnares laid for us, 


and bring us, for whom thou didſt lay down 
thy hfe, to the kingdom of celeſtial felicity ; 
of which thou haſt the keys, and where thou 


reigneſt a prince for ever. Look upon me 


with the ſame compaſſion with which thou 
didſt once behold Peter after his denial of thee: 


and 
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and pour into me the grace of holy compune- 
tion, to bewail the offence that I have either 
willingly or neghgently committed againſt thee, 
Hear the groanings of my heart, heal the 
bruiſes of my wounded conſcience, reſtore me 
the light of new grace, leſt J fall ſhort of the 
deſired end, and loſe thy favour ! 


CHAF. 1X: 


Hau CHRIST a mocked, ſpit upon, ſinittem 
| 07 the Ch-ek, and buffeted. 


HOU becameſt an alien to thy friends, 

waſt forſaken by thine acquaintance, a 
ſcorn and derifion to thoſe who hated thee 
without a cauſe ; whereby thou didſt ſnew 
forth in thyſelf the perſon, of whom the pre- 
diction ſays, He ſitteth alone and keepeth 
ſilence, He giveth his cheek to him that 
ſmiteth him; he is filled with reproach.“ 


0 how unlike am I to thee, how far ai. 
tant am 1 from true humility, who for a very 
fmall injury, or inconſiderate ſpeech or word, 


G 2 fall 
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fall into diſpleaſure at the wan And when- 


ſome ſharp taunt is permitted to be thrown 
out againſt me, for my profir, and for the ex- 
erciſe of the work of patience, that my re- 
ward may be the greater, and for which 1 
ought therefore to give thanks ; Ion the con- 
trary, without any fruit from it, am impa- 
tiently vexed. O Lord, forgive me theſe 
my offences, wherein I have treſpaſſed againſt 
_ thee by my levity and inconſtancy ; for I have 
not kept my heart from uncleanneſs, neither 
have J, as it was meet, ſubmitted myſelf to 
thee, and every rational creature, with due 
reverence. Give me a godly ſorrow unto re- 
pentance, with a fountain of tears; to love 
thy chaſtiſement and diſcipline, in remem- 
brance of thy buffeting; holding faſt the vic- 
torious palm of patience amidſt the moſt ſe- 
vere accuſations; always to count myſelf in 
thy ſight moſt truly worthy of all ſorts of 
contempt. Let the hard buffeting of thy head 
be the mitigation of all my bodily pains ; 
and the ſcornful blind-folding of thine eyes 
reſtrain the curioſity and wantonneſs of mine. 
Repreſs all carnal delight in me, and all ſelf- 
_ admiration ; and teach me not to attend to, 

« | on 


11 
or glory in, that which is fair or ſhowy with- 
out, but rather to regard what lies within, 
the graces of the ſoul, the hidden man of 
the heart.” Let the bitter mockings practiſed 
againſt thee, drive away from me all light- 
neſs of behaviour towards others; and baniſh 
all vain delights and pleaſures: let alſo the 


extreme ſetting at nought of thy majeſty ex- 


tinguiſh in me all luſting after worldly honour. 
and greatneſs, and ever incline me to the 
things which are lowly and humble. Amer, 


CHAP.” X. 
Of the ſetting at nonght of IE Sus by lerod, 


EROD had for a long time defired to 

ſee thee, and, being led by curioſity, 

had hoped to have ſeen ſome miracle wrought 
by thee. But when thou madeſt no reply to 
his inquiſitiv eneſs, nor wouldeſt then work a 
miracle, becauſe this was thy hour of ſuffer- 
ing, not of working ſuch miracles ; he, being 
enraged, loft all reſpect of thee, and counting 
thee for a fool, in the haughtineſs and arro- 
83 gance 


[ 66 1 


gance of his mind, deſpiſed thee, and array. 
ing thee in a white robe, mocked thee, and 
ſent thee back to Pilate: not knowing that 
he then put on thee a token of the fair righ- 
teouſneſs thou waſt clothed with. Truly now 
were theſe ſayings in the mouth of the pro- 


phets fulfilled, I was a reproach among all 


mine enemies,” as well as a fear to my © ac- 


quaintance. In mine adverſity they rejoiced, 


and gathered themſelves together with hypo- 


crital mockers : in feaſts they gnaſhed upon 
me with their teeth, I go mourning all the 
day long, they that ſeek my hurt ſpeak miſ- 


chievous things. Thou makeſt us a ſcorn and 


a deriſion to them that are round about us. 
Thou makeſt us a by-word among the hea- 
then. The ſhame of my face hath covered 
me, for the voice of him that reproacheth and 
blaſphemeth, by reaſon of the enemy and 
avenger. My ſoul is among lions, And TI 
lie even among them that are ſet on fire, even 
the ſons of men, whoſe teeth are ſpears and 
arrows and their tongue a ſharp ſword. Every 
day they wreſt my words, I was the ſong of 
the drunkards. The proud are riſen againſt 


me. Thou haſt made us as the off-ſcouring 


and 
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and refuſe in the midſt of the people. All 


our enemies have opened their mouths againſt 


”, 


us.” Who can remember thy affliction, and 
not have his ſoul humbled in him, and be 
ſtirred up to praiſe thee, who for man didſt 
even deſpiſe this ſhame! being made a public 


ſhew of for me; and then brought back, a- 


midſt crowds of ſpectators, through the ſtreets 


of Jeruſalem, from place to place, from judge 


to judge; every where accuſed, and every 
where defamed ; and after many tediqus ex- 
aminations, tumultuouſly demanded for exe- 


cution, and to ſuffer the open ſhame of the 
croſs. O what ſingular patience, amidſt all 


this viciſſitude of circumſtances, ſhone forth 
in thee! The remembrance of this public con- 
tempt, which thou didſt ſuffer, very much 
pierces the hard heart; aſſwages the paſſionate, 


and excites the devout, ſoul, to a bewailing of 


the offences, that hrought it upon thee, 


Lo, chou art debaſed as the loweſt of all 
beings. Thou, the moſt powerful of all, art 


caſt off as the moſt miſerable. Thou, the 
| moſt wile of all, art mocked as the | moſt 


fooliſh, Thou, the molt innocent. art judged 
| | | 23 
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as the moſt guilty. Woe is me, wretched fin- 


ner! preſſed down with the heavy burden of 


wickedneſs, who, according to the demerit of 


my works, am worthy to be doomed to ever- 


laſting reproach and puniſhments! for whoſe 
folly and ſhame, thou didit not diſdain to be 
mocked and deſpiſed, to become my wiſdom 


and glory; that thou mighteſt, by what the 


world calls fooli/oneſs, deliver me from the ſcorn 


of devils and from everlaſting death. I be- 
ſeech thee therefore, whom no ſeverities could 


exaſperate, no dejection could grieve, that 
thou wouldeſt cut off from me every thing 


which has only an outward form of curioſity 
to recommend it; and mayT learn to be con- 
tent with an eſtate of mean eſtimation. Be- 
cauſe how ſhameful is it that earth and aſhes, 


and eſpecially under a profeſſion of Chriſtian- 


z/y, ſhould covet worldly ſplendor and ſoftneſs 


| of apparel, when thou, the King of heaven, 
waſt deſpiſed in a plain white garment! Al- 
ways let this opprobrious uſage and derifion 
of thee be placed before the eyes of my mind; 
and teach me to follow thee in the way of re- 


proach, and even to rejoice in the contempt 


of myſelf; not to truſt in the ſons of men, 


nor 


691 


nor in the princes of this world, nor in the 
power of friends; but with all my heart to 


deſpiſe all earthly _ that would turn It 
from thee, 


— — 


CHAP, XI. 


Of the Abe out-Cry of the Jews, * Crucify 
him, Crucify him,” 


LAS, how great is the cruelty of the 
Jews! How inhuman the barbarity of 
the chief-prieſts and Phariſees, who could by 


no means be with-held from ſhedding innocent 


blind. The heathen judge is moved to ſome 
pity ; but the Feqvs, © this rebellious houſe,” 
are hardened to practiſe a fiercer malignity. 
Pilate endeavours to excuſe thee; he pro- 
nounces thee, what the paſſover- lamb, the fi- 
gure of thee, was to be, without blemiſh, and 
alledges that he finds 10 cauſe of death in thee; 


but the Jeaus, forgetful of all thy good deeds, 


oppoſe it. In this hour furely was thy ſad- 


neſs at the reflection how things were altered, 


ſince thou wenteſt auvizh the multitude, and 


aventeft with them 70 the houſe of Go D, with 
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E 
the voice of joy and praiſe; when thou ſaidſt F 


deep calleth unto deep, and thus triumphantly 


counſelled thy ſoul, hope thou in Gop, for I 
Sall yet praiſe him for the light of his counte- 
zance, O ſeriouſly contemplate this hour, thou 
lover of the Loxp's ſuffering, wherein thou 
heareſt him ſay, by David, they lie in wait 


for my foul ; the mighty are gathered againſt me, 


not for my tranſgreſſion nor for my ſin; and 
cloſely ſtop the ears of thine heart againſt the 
very worſt reports of the ſlanderous world; 
but open them, to hear the diſmal outcry for 
the crucifixion of JESUS. I aſſure thee, thou 
believing ſoul, that thou wilt more profitably 
apply thyſelf to this, than to an enquiry af- 
ter the magnitude, or number, or diſtance of 
the ſtars of heaven; after the bowels of the 
earth, or the depth of the ſeas, and the ſource 
of the rivers or tides; after the policy of 
ſtates, or the arts of commerce, or the laws 

of both; for theſe yield but temporary ſer- 

vice, and are at his diſpoſal whoſe blood 
theſe murderers ſeek. Whereas this will yield 
thee a ſpiritual, an everlaſting good; and if 

thou truly loveſt I Es us, thou wilt not, thou 


canſt not, quit this ſad paſſage of the almighty 


Saviour's 
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Saviour's ſuffering for thee, to procure thee 
an intereſt in the things of heaven and earth, 
in this life and that which is to come, with- 


out a bitter ſigh, 


Let this be remembered; and when the 


world oppoſes thee, be not thou broken down, 


if thou, like thy Lox, goeſt through evil 
as well as. good report ; but be mindful of the 


patient JIEsus, and of the evil-ſpeaking he 


bore for thee, and with a deaf ear ſuffer fri- 


volous rumours to paſs thee. When alſo the 


good deeds of grace in thee are objected 
to as evil works, and many oppoſe them- 


ſelves againſt thy teſtimony, unwilling to take 
thy word; or with cauſeleſs diſlike of thy 


company or manners, cry, away with” thee ; 
or with envious malice are intent to crſ and 
perſecute thee : meekly bear all theſe things, 
becauſe thou are not more innocent than 
CarisT, whom they liked not to have fel- 
lowſhip with, and againſt whom they jaſult- 
ingly ſaid, Cruciſy him, crucify him. Determine 
therefore this before-hand ; becauſe thou ſhalt 
undergo many contradictions of ſinners, in the 
ways of God; nor wilt thou be accepted of 
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him, unleſs for his ſake thou art willing to 


ſuffer. Becauſe he hath himſelf declared, 
« Blefſed are ye, when men ſhall hate you and 
revile you for the Son of man's ſake.” Follow 
therefore the innocent I Es us, rejected indeed 


by wicked men on the earth, but choſen of 


Gov, the Father, and crowned in heaven with 


glory and honour. Let not the foul breath of 


ſlander nor evil-ſpeaking, which paſs as the 


wind, overcome thee, for whom “ an eter- 


nal weight of glory” 1s prepared. "Therefore 


I intreat thee, O Lomb, to kindle in my 


heart the grace of ſympathy and compaſſion ; 
that I may never be found in enmity againſt 
thee, hurrying thee away from my mind and 
thoughts, as if I was weary of thy ſervice, 
and unwilling thou ſhould rule and live in 


me, nor join in the outcry againſt thee, the 


head; againſt thy body, the church; againſt 
thy members, my brethren, Make me ſo to 
burn with the holy fire of the love of thee, 
that I may rejoice peaceably to endure all re- 
vilings and wrongful charges, and not be afraid 


of the terrors of men, nor be troubled at 


their revilings ; but love with all the affec- 
tions of my heart to imitate thee in the offence 


8 of 


1731 
of the croſs: though the world hate me as it 
hated thee. Arm me againſt all carnal pro- 


vocations, and grant me with due diſcipline, 


through the ſpirit, to crucify the hurtful mo- 


tions of fin in my fleſh; to bewail alſo with 


tears the tranſgreſſions already committed by 
me, and never deliberately to conſent to any 
of the aſſaults of the devil and corrupt luſts. 
Laſtly, in every ſpiritual combat and diſtreſs 


of heart, when our foes ſhall be of our houi- 


hold, and thy church ſhall be caſt out, as thou 
wert, by thoſe who profeſs themſelves its mem- 
bers, may I pour out my ſoul unto thee in 
prayer: and © hear thou from thy dwelling- 


place,” and help and defend me from the 
wiles of the enemy, under the ſtandard of thy 


life-giving preſence, 
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CHAP. XI 
Of the ſcourging ] Es us. | 
THOU who profeſſeſt to be miniſter of 


Gov, who liveſt as his ambaſſador in 
the world and his follower, and ſtandeſt “ in 
his ſtead” to man, conſtantly direct the eyes 

of thy mind hither; that if any hardſhip 
ſhould occur, or any thing contrary to the 
fleſh is to be borne, by meditating on the 
ſcourged JEsus, it may become light, and 
eaſy | to be endured, 


Let me bow down my neck, and ſubmit 
my whole body to whatever is inflicted on 
me: and amidſt it deyoutly thus muſe within 
myſelf; My wickedn:ſs is ever in my fight, and 
my fin is ever before me, Waſh me thoroughly, 
O Lord, from mine iniquity, and cleanſe me 
from my fin. Againſt thee—hawe I finned, and 
done evil in thy fight, ] have juſtly deſerved 
thy eternal wrath, much more this chaſtiſe- 
ment; but bleſſed be thou, O Gop, who hav- 
ing ſaved me from this by thy ſtripes, art now 
pleaſed to correct me with the love of a fa- 
there 


4 


ther. O ſanctify it to the reclaiming me from 


the love of the world.“ For it is far better, 


O ſoul, that thou ſhouldit now ſubmit thyſelf 
to the temporal evils which may come on 
thee, and ſhouldt be reclaimed under theſe 
afflictions to a ſenſe of thy guilt, and be 
brought back to Gop by this gracious Sa- 
viour, than that afterwards' thou ſhouldit be 
doomed to eternal torment:, Or ſhould a per- 
ſecution ariſe for CHRIS ᷑r's fake, and a ſcourge. 
of the tongue or a rod come upon thee, be- 
hold in thy Loxp the example thou art to 
follow ; and be content to ſuffer with CHRIS 
in the world, remembering that by this thou 


doſt ſanctiſy the Lox D Gop in thy heart; and 


that then he Spirit of glory reſteth upon thee ; 
that Gop is with thee in trouble to deliver 
thee.” 


Let me not be ike the children, who harden 


their faces againſt correction, neither turn 10 
Him that ſmiteth them; but may I to bear the 


rod of chaſtiſement, that I may * ſerve thee” 
the more © acceptably” in the preſent world, 
and may triumph with thee in the world to 
come, 


H 2 CHAP, 


„ © = Oh 


CHAP. XIII. 


Of the ſtripping, mocking, and ſmiting of the 
Head of ]tsUs., 


HOU *© crown of glory“ to the con- 

1 feſſors of thy name, and great example 
to thy diſciples and followers, how vilely art 
thou treated for me! with how many ſad cir- 
cumſtances art thou ſurrounded from without, 
and with what unfpeakable pains overſpread 


a fire-brand out of the fire,” from everlaſting 
confuſion, and from the never- ceaſing pains 


of hell: that thou, taking the briars of my 


| E- offences, and giving me the crown of righte- 

„ | ouſneſs, the diadem of thy beauty, mighteſt, by 

T1 a fellowſhip with the power of thy ſufferings 
boi - 


and reſurrection, purge my heart alſo from 
the thorns of perplexing and wounding vices; 
and mighteſt crown me with glory and honour, 
« that fadeth not away, eternal in the hea- 
vens,” For it was © the yoke of my tranſ- 
greſſions” that was bound . around thy neck; 
and the fins of every individual, that ſupplied 
a thorn and wreathed this crown, Ah, con- 

| | "or 


within! that thou mighteſt ſnatch me, © like 
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ſidery thou mortal man, to how great anguiſh 
and contempt ** the only begotten of the Fa- 
ther” was made ſubje& for thee, Open the 


5 ears of thy mind, and give a looſe to pious 
conſiderations, at the barbarous cry of Filate, 
con- Bebold the man! 1 * therefore there be any 
mple Fellaauſbip with the Spirit; if any bowels of 
7 art mercies in thee ; weep with this © man of ſor- 
eir- rows!“ for bearing the contempts and mock- 
out, eries which they practiſed towards him, when 
read they put a reed into his right-hand, inſtead of 
like a royal ſceptre ; little thinking that, in his 
ing | wiſe diſpenſation, they were hereby made to 
ins ſhew, that it was our nature gave unto him 
my 2 the reed of our infirmity, and © the weakneſs 
te-. of the fleſh,” with which we had indeed ſet 
bk up for {elf-governors, and by the bearing of 
Ngs 3 which thus bruiſed, he was to make it the rod 
om 5 and faff of believers, the ſceptre of righteouſ- 
es; meſs, and a rod of iron, to break his enemies in 
I, pieces like a potter s veſſel. | 
a- 
f- May his ſufferings overcome my evil affec- 


3 


tions, and his moſt grievous ſorrows ſoften 


my daily troubles, May this idea of his co- 
ronation, ſeriouſly conſidered, afford me com- 
x H 3 tort 


( 78 ] 


fort in adverſity, and ſtrengthen me againſt 
the aſſaults of inconſtant wanderings ; for a 
mind employed about divine things, and given 
to holy compunction, is often freed from of- 
fenſive thoughts and evil imaginations, and 


is protected from the aſſaulting darts of the 


enemy. | : | 


Put away from me alſo, O Loxp JIrsus 


CunrirsT, every ſpot of ſelfiſhneſs. Cloath 


me with real virtues, and grant me cheerful- 
neſs in tribulation; that I may learn to bear 
it with meckneſs, even though the neceſſaries 
of life ſhould be taken away from me; and 
not to fret myſelf, or be envious, if I have 


old or mean apparel, inſtead of a newer and 


more ſplendid dreſs. May I not murmur a- 
gainſt thoſe that diſdainfully deride me; nei- 


ther contend with thoſe that cauſeleſsly rebuke 


me : but enable me to remember the crown 


put upon thy head, and to take, with an un- 


diſturbed and even mind, whatever afflictive 
pains or troubles ſhall come upon me. 


CHAP, 


CHAP. XIV. 


Of the unjuſt C ondemnation of JxsUS to the 
Death of the Croſs. 


HOU author of life, thou GFA I 

and rule of juſtice, who underwent an 
unjuſt condemnation to death, without any 
offence committed by thee to merit it; whillt 
the man who is a murderer, and ſeditious per- 
ſon, is ſaved. Excecdingly perverſe judgment 
and wretched exchange! For when there was 
a great tumult made among the people, and 
the judge was unable, by any means, to ap- 
peaſe the fury of the Jeu, he ſet thee be- 
fore the judgment-ſeat, and uttered this wicked 
ſentence againſt thee, that Barabbas, the rob- 
ber, ſhould be releaſed, and thou, innocent 
and undefiled with any' offence, be delivered 
to the croſs, there to be puniſhed with a moſt 
ignominious death. Alas! what is the judg- 
ment of this world; and how far off is righ- 
teouſneſs baniſhed, when the auicked begin to 
have the dominion! Behold, how “ the righ- 
teous periſhes,” and there is ſeemingly none 
to deliver him, What a ſorrowful conſidera- 
tion! 


I 801 


tion! He, who is truth itſelf, is given up to fic 


deceivers; the innocent is dehvered up inſtead by 
of the guilty; the robber is choſen Before th 
ou 


CurisT, and Barabbas in bonds is releaſed 5 
for JI Es us of Nazareth. The lamb is exchanged 8 


for the wolf; the ſaint for the criminal. Dark- * 
neſs is preferred to light, vice to virtue, death ol 
to life, clay to gold, the ſhell to the pearl, ” 
the infamous to the honourable! Who fighs tl 
| not at the hearing of theſe things? Who does " 
| not accuſe the judge? Though he waſh his H 


hands, though he excuſe himſelf before men, 
though he ſhould have done it for fear of Cæ- i 
ſar, though forced by the importunity of the : ? 
FJeaus, yet was he not free from guilt ; for he ; 8 
knew“ that for envy they had delivered | 
him.“ Better indeed had it been for him to | 
have loſt the honour of a temporary princi- AM 
pality, than to have condemned the innocent, E 
whom he knew to be a juſt perſon. More 9 
profitable had it been to him to have loſt the 
whole world, than to have ſinned againſt 3 
Gov. But our anger ſhould not be againſt 
the Jcaus only, who, in their malice, fulfilled 
the prophetic ordinance, that the whole con- 
gregation ſhould bring the /amb for a ſacri- 

| ice; 


[ 8] 


 fice; that ſo the offenders againſt Gop might © 
by this receive a diſcharge and remiſſion of 
their ſins,” No, our diſpleaſure ſhould be with 
ourſelves who have been, like Barabbas, rebels 
againſt thy government, and murderers of thy 
image in us; who lay bound in the chains 
of our ſins, deſerving of eternal death, which 
made it neceſſary for thee thus to ſurrender 
thyſelf, and for us by faith to bring thee for 
a ſacrifice, as our true paſjover ; that we, as 
had been then uſual amongſt them, might be 
releaſed from the wrath of Gop. For though 
the ſentence was unjuſt on the part of Pilate, 
yet was it moſt juſt on the part of Gop, that 
thou, who didſt ſtand for us, ſhouldſt be ſen- 
tenced to ſuffer our ſhame and death, in or- 

der to our acquittance and juſtification, 


y—_ ww 


Vouchſafe me, O Logy, humbly to un- 
E >. dergo every ſentence pronounced againſt me; 
22 nor unwiſely to judge him who 1s fet over 
3 me; nor to attack him who brings a railing 
| accuſation againſt me with injyrious ſpeech ; 
but after the example of thy patience, to 
practiſe the like virtue of ſilence: neither to 
count 1t a heavy thing to be trodden upon by 
| | ono 
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one that is mightier than I, but to leave every 
judgment of the law to be diſcuſſed by thee, 
at the laſt great day; and to commit myſelf 
unto thee, as into the hands of a faithful Cre- 
autor: for the ſervant is not greater than his lord. 
If they judged wickedly concerning thee; 
who art the Judge of all men, and thou, who 
wert pure in every reſpect, didſt not oppoſe 
the violence of the adverſaries; how much 
more will it behove me, who in many things 
do frequently offend, patiently to ſubmit, un- 
der the cenſures of thoſe who are ſet over 
me, and to endure the raſh judgments of the 
world; conſidering, that though I may not 
deſerve it of men, yet I have offended Gop, 
by whom are ordained the powers that are. 
Help me, O merciful Jzsvs, to bear the yoke _ 
of ſubjection and the rod of correction; and 

in all the tribulations that ſhall happen to me 
in this world, when I ſhall ſee -thers, even 
men of evil report, and my foes, preferred 
before me, or profitted at my coft, nay, at 
the price of my life, to remember thy condeſ- 
cenhon, thy forrows and reproaches for me! 


CHAP. 


# K 
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CHAP. XV. 
of Jesvs' s carrying the Croſs, and of his being 
; led to Calvary. 


HOU way of life and ſalvation, who 
patiently condeſcended to bear the croſs 


for the redemption of the whole human race, 


that all nations mig ght be bleed in thee ; and 


that thou mighteſt carry back the loſt ſheep, 


found in this wilderneſs, on thine own ſhoul- 
ders, to the fold of heaven! O thy mourn- 
ful going forth! when, with the croſs put up- 
on thee, thou waſt ignobly led, as the Nie 
ſacrifice, out of the camp. 


O religious diſciple of CHIRS r, behold 
him who was preſſed under thy fins, as“ a 
cart is preſſed that is full of ſheaves,” taking 
* the burden of all the people” laid“ on 
him.” Behold him bearing, with the tree, 
the counſel of Gop againſt us, and the weight 
of our guilt, a fore burden, too heavy for man 


to bear, and therefore carried by him who 


ſays, caft thy burden on the Lok b, and ſhrink 
not if thou art compelled by the men 


of the world, like Simon, the Cyrenear, to 


bear thy part of the croſs. Fear not 
— them „that Kill the body, and after 
that 


841 
that have no more that they can do 1 nei- 
ther be diſcouraged, nor reckon up the length 
of thy days, which at the longeſt are but as 


a ſhadow: the love of CHRIST will alleviate 


the burden of all thy labours; for he was a 
forerunner in a ſeverer life. Follow therefore 
the Saviour in the way of the croſs, never 


; forſaking his footſteps, nor breaking looſe 
from thy purpoſe of being a fervent obſerver 


of his commandments, and thou wilt be * ſafe 


as under his ſhadow.” If thou wouldeſt have 


followed thine own ſelf-will, as if thou hadſt 
been the maſter, not the ſervant, thou ſhouldeſt 
not have made a profeſſion of the religion of 
him, who chuſes his people out of the world. 
And beſides this, if thou liveſt according to 
the world, thou muſt periſh with the world, 


when the burden thereof ſhall be indeed 
heavy upon it. But now having followed 


CarisT, hold faſt what thou haſt profeſſed 
unto the end. Pray to I xs us effectually to 


ſuccour thee, that thou mayeſt not be moved 


away from the hepe of the goſpel. For he who 


has before given thee to begin well, will alſo 
give unto thee more ſucceſsfully to finiſh thy 


courſe, to the praiſe of his grace, 
5 OLox D, 


E | 
O Loxy, it is my defire willingly to bear 


= "the eaſy yoke of obedience, relying always 


on thy kind aſſiſtance. Becauſe, though in- 
deed thou permitteſt me for a little time to be 
burdened in the fleſh, to increaſe the grace of 
humiliation in me; ſo that I may ſay with 
thee, J go heavily, and mourning all the 4ay— 
I am bowed diwn; yet afterwards, in due 
time, according to thy great mercy, thou 


turneſt again, and with thy ſweet refreſhings 


relieveſt me. Teach me to ſubdue my own 
will, and to be content with a few things; 
neither to ſeek licentiouſly to walk out of the 
path of my duty, or to love wandering abroad, 
Let my hands be employed in the labour of 
an honeſt calling, and my heart be meditating 
on the holy ſcriptures. Let all my ſenſes be 


kept under the ſtrict diſcipline of thy grace, 


and vouchſafe to number me with thy ſer— 
vants, and among the true bearers of the croſs. 
Put away from me all hurtful knowledge of 
the world, that I may have no inordinate de- 
light in outward things, nor in vain conver— 
ſation; but ſtudy to apply myſelf to the con- 
cerns of the inward man, and to have oppor- 
turaty for ſecret mourning ; that I may rea- 


I dil 


l 


dily lay aſide the /in avhich fo eaſily Beſeis me, 
and caſt away whatever retards my progreſs 
in the virtues of my Chriſtian calling, until T 
ſhall attain the place of wiſhed-for ſalvation 


and eternal peace, the never-fading crown of 


an enduring patience. 
CHAP, XVI. 
Of JzsUs on the Croſs, 
TJ ©, thy beloved preſents himſelf to thy 


view; hearken how he calls thee, ſay- 
ing, Lock unto me and be ye Javed. He waits 
for thy coming, t be gracious unto thee ; he 


ſpreads out his moſt loving arms; he ſhews 


his wide wounds; he bows his head for a kiſs 
of love, ready to receive thee to favour, and 
without delay to remit all thy ſins. Come 


therefore boldly to thy ſuffering Saviour ; - 


proſtrate thyſelf in ſoul and body before him; 


lay every high thought low; recal this ſad 
ſcene to the remembrance of thy faith, that 


the whole world might be crucified to thee, 
and thou to the world by him, 


| Study 
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Study therefore, after the example of the 
erucified Ixs us, to caſt away the whole bun- 
dle of earthly things, wherein the mind is apt 
to be involved, and to draw forth thy heart 


from every entangling impediment to its in- 


ward freedom; to put away from the ſoul the 
vain fancies raiſed by carnal affections and 


diſtracting cares of this world, and to be con- 


verſant in the ſimplicity of the goſpel truth, 


bearing the revilings of men, through thy love 


for the ſuffering Redeemer. Count thyſelf 
worthy of all contempt, and ardently deſire 
the ſalvation of thoſe who are contrary to 
thee. Do not place confidence in men, what- 
ever they profeſs, Few are faithful in adver- 
fity, and conſtant and firm friends are rare. 


Let not this be grievous unto thee; CHRIST 


himſelf experienced the dereliction of friends, 
of lovers and kinſmen, and had alſo a mul- 
titude of enemies : he who always went about 
doing good, did yet receive great ingratitude 
towards him. Truſt in thy guide and thy 
moſt gracious governor. Continue with him, 
as on the croſs itſelf, in time of tribulation, 
and thou ſhalt obtain, by him, grace and vic- 
tory over all that oppreſs thee, 

Cad Chuſe 
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Chuſe to retire into thyſelf, to cut off from 
thee occaſions of diſtraction, to ſeek comfort 
in the croſs, to reſiſt all ſenſuality, and tp 
beware of offences, not haſtily to break out 
Into unprofitable purſuits after vanities, which 
fade away as a leaf; to hold thy peace about 
things that do not concern thee; and care- 
fully to preſerve internal benefits and the graces 
of CHRIST. For it is very unbecoming that 
one, by his profeſſion devoted te ſuffering and 
to mortification of the fleſh, ſhould be dif- 
ſolved in making proviſion for it, and in the 


crackling of laughter; and it is irreligious to 


walk without a grave deportment and car- 
riage, worthy of thy calling. All thefe things 
are learned under the teaching of the Spirit, 
and bleſſed is he who is daily exerciſed in it: 
for this profits a man far above other com- 
pany and converſation in worldly things, and 
he will eat of the fruits of the tree of life, 
which will make him glad for evermoFe, 


CHAP, 


/ 
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CHAP. XVII. 
Of the Wounds of Jxsus. 


I ERE, thou faithful ſoul, diligently at- 


tend, and ſee with how noble a price 
he has redeemed thee, who of his own free 
goodneſs firſt created thee after his own image 
and likeneſs! For thou waſt not bought off 
from the guilt of thy offences with corruptible 
things, ſuch as filver and gold, but with 2h: 
precious blood of Jesus CHRIST, as of a lamb 
evithout ſpot, Submit thyſelf therefore to the 


blood of ſprinkling ; ſtudy to make ſure to thy 


ſelf the favour of ſuch a lover, of ſo boun- 
tiful a benefactor, by the prayer of faith and 
devout meditation ſome part of the day and 
| night, and for the multiplying of grace in the 
uſe of the means thereof. 


Be preſent to relieve me, my Saviour, thou 
who art full of compaſſion, and plenteous 
in goodneſs, in all the exigencies and labour 
of the fight of faith. Stretch forth thy hands 
over me, in the ſweet expanſion of thy celeſ- 
tial love; and let thy right hand always pro- 
1 tect 
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tet me. Give me devotion in my heart, 
truth in my mouth, and virtue in my deeds. 
Purge me from all the corruptions of my faulty 
nature, and heal the wounds which fin has 
made. Let nothing that is offenſive, nothing 
defiled, nothing infectious, remain in me; 
but may thy ſacred blood, abundantly ſhed 
for me, cleanſe me from all fin, and ſanctify 
me wholly, that my whole ſpirit, foul and 
body, may be preſented, blameleſs and with- 


out ſpot, unto thee, my Creator, at the 


coming of the laſt judgment ; for whoſe de- 
' liverance thou didſt endure ſo many grievous 


puniſhments, and didſt pay a price of ſuch 


ineſtimable worth. 


CHAP... XVIII. 
of the gracious Interceſſion of Cn RIST fer his 


E. nen ies. 


T OW great is thy love, O Loxp, to all 
them that love thy name! and not to 
them only, but for thine enemies alſo—for 


Weng ſuſpended on the croſs, thou waſt not 


ſtirred 


win, 


wit as „% > ‚¶Q— wil YT LW 
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ſtirred up, with indignation againſt thy cru. 
cifters, to avenge thyſelf of thine adverſaries, 
Neither didſt thou pray that the earth ſhould 
ſwallow up theſe malicious men, or that fire, 
coming down from heaven, ſhould devour 
them as in a moment; but didſt kindly pour 
forth this ſpeech of love, as the ſalutary dew 
of heaven, upon them, ſaying, Father, for- 
give them, for they know not ab they do. 
Do not then deſpair, my ſoul, though thou 
haſt been guilty of many crimes againſt 
CHxrrsT, though entangled in various paſ- 
fions, and attacked with great temptations, 
Poor as thou art, thou haſt yet hope of life. 
The bowels of mercy are opened to thee. 
For if he was ſo gracious to his adverſaries, 
who knew him nat, neither ſighed for, but 
delighted in, his miſery and trouble, how 
much more abundantly will he be propitious 
to thee, lamenting for thy fins, and mourn- 
ing for his ſorrows; relying on his promiſe, 
and therefore ſeeking his OI and 
ſtrength ? 


But if thou wouldſt effectually be heard, if 


thou truly deſireſt to find favour in the fight - 
of 


3 
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of the Redeemer, to gain the fulneſs of his 


mercy, and to know that he dwelleth in 


thee; do thou alſo, in a participation of his 
ſpirit, forgive with all thy heart thy brother 
who has ſinned againſt thee. For true faith 


involves in it thy forgiveneſs of others ; ho- 


canſt thou, O man, believe thou art purged 
from thy ſins, if thou art diſpoſed to abide 
in ſo great a ſin; and it is faith lays hold on 
+ pardon. Canft thou think thyſelf forgiven 
of CHRIST, and when CHRIS H commands 
thy forgiveneſs, not to remit little treſpaſſes 
from thy brother, to whom Chriſt alſo promiſes 


remiſſion as well as thee, and has, it may be, 


already given it. Pardon then his little debt 
of offences, that God may forgive thee thy 
many fins, thy great debt of ten thouſand 


— 


talents; and pray as earneſtly for his ſalva- 


tion, as for thine own. In ſo doing thou 
wilt find favour, and wilt be the Sox F the 
Higheſt, who maketh the ſun to riſe on the juſt 
aud unjuſt ; imitating Jeſus, who has enjoin- 


ed us to love our enemies and to pray for them 


that perſecute us. Thou moreover lay eſt up to 
thyſelf a great aſſurance of thy calling, if 
thou haſt learned, when ſuffering unjuſtly, to 
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forgive all injuries, and to pour out a pious 
prayer for thy debtors, This interceſſion 
for enemies beautified the apoſtles, diſtin- 
guiſhed the martyrs, ennobled the confeſſors, 
adorned the virgins and holy women of old, 
and all the ſaints who were conformed to 


Chriſt, and rendered them meet for the eme 


life of love in glory. 


CHAP. XX 
Of the l aud dividing the Garments of 


H! wretched ſpoilers who did not even 


refrain from taking thy apparel. But 
theſe things they did to thee, to ſignify to us 
how wholly emptied and ſtripped thou didſt 
condeſcend to be, that our fins might be 
covered; chat of thy fulneſs we might all re- 
ceive. 


Thou didſt not any thing to oppoſo them, 
but ſilently ſuffered all. Certainly in this 
loss of thy goods, thou doſt evidently de- 
monſtrato 


[94] 
monſtrate to me, both what thy church 
and diſciples may ſuffer from the men of the 


world, and alſo what it behoves us to do, 


when any neceſſaty things are thus taken a- 
way from us, and made, by the Lord's 4 
poſal, the lot of others. For thou wouldeſt, 
by thy example, enforce to me, that I ſhould 
be always more ready to endure tempotal 
loſſes, than reſentfully to proſecute my right 
with all the ftrict ſeverity of juſtice ; much 
leſs in a way contrary to God's ordinance 3 
remembering thy injunction againſt ſuch liti- 
giouſneſs, if any man will ſue thee at the Rau 
aid take away thy coat, let him have thy cloak 
alſo ; and bearing in mind thy ſolemn decla- 
ration, he that Heabech no mercy fall have 
judgment ewithout mercy. O that the ſupreme 
maker of heaven, ſhould be reduced to ſuch 
extremities of want! At his wonderful birth 
he ſcarce had mean clothes to put upon him; 
at his death he loſes all his garments. Ther 
a ſtrait manger contained his infant members. 
Now {tripped of all good things, he has not, 


in the whole world he made, a place where he 
may lay his head, fave the horny pillow on 


the cro/s. For as he came poor and needy 


into 


* 
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ipto the world, fo naked and out caſt would he 
o out of it: and athis birth he was wrapt 
in ſtrait ſwaddling- clothes; on his death 
thurſt through with the nails and the ſpear; 
ſo that he might ſorrowſully ſay, naked came 
J out of my mother's womb, and naked ſhall I 
relarn thither ; though with this language of 
reſignation, adoring the wiſe diſpenſation of 


God, the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 


away : bleſſed be the name of the Lord. 'The 
conſideration of ſuch infelicity demands our 
compaſſion, even though we life ip our ges 
«fer of, as Job's friends did at him in the 
greatneſs of his grief; ſuch great long-ſut- 
fering calls for our imitation of it in the 


time of our trouble. Be thou therefore from 


henceforth more patient, when ſome neceſſary 
things are taken from thee for the benefit of 


others, of fome deſirable things are withheld,” 


Leam to uſe things in moderation, and to be 
content with thoſe of inferior eſteem in the 
world, and know alſo how to want; and 
thou thalt be free from murmurings, ſhalt 
have much peace in thy mind; and ſhalt be 
acceptable to almighty God, | 

Grant 
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Grant me thy help O Lord; to avoid the 
hurries of the world, to abſtain from idle 
wanderings and fooliſh diſcourſes for the love 
of inward reſt, and the peace of God in my 
heart: to be deſirous of leading a more filent 
and retired life with thee, though in the 
world, yet as not of the world; to be anxi- 
ous for no worldly felicity ; nor to be in love 
with mammon or myſelf, Since thou didſt 
poſſeſs no earthly thing in this world, nay, 


no heayenly honour, which thou didſt not 


part with for me, but didſt even permit 
whatever little thou didſt here ſeem to uſe 
for thy neceſſities to be taken away from 


thee, and ta be diſperſed among the fpoilers ; 


giving herein a bright example to all them 
that ſuffer wrong, not to be ſwallowed up of 
over-much ſorrow about the loſs of their 
worldly effects. For he, who took joy fully 
from the ſoldiers the ſpoiling of his garments, 
when they ſaid 4ſt ws not rent it, but caſt 
lots whoſe it ſhall be, that the ſeripture might 


be fulfilled, which ſaith, * they parted my 


raiment among them, and for my veſture 
they did caſt lots, is now clothed with ma- 
jeſty and crowned awith glory and honour ; to 

| 0 Mew 
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ſhew us the eternal aveight of glory reſerved 
for us, who do alſo take joyfully the light 


Mictions of the preſent time, even the ſpoiling 
of our goods and our perſons, 


Diſpoſe me, after thy example, to hide the 


offences of others with a veil of /xve, though 
to the mortification of my fleſhly mind, and 


to clothe the naked, though to my own loſs; 
and when I have zws coats to impart one 19 
him that hath none; that, having fellowſhip 
with thy ſpirit here, I may, when I ſhall pu? 
off this mortality and this corruptible, put on 
thy immortality and thy incorruption ; that 


when my earthly houſe of this tabernacle ſhall 


be difſolved, I may be clothed upon with thy 
houſe, which is from heaven ; having on thy 


white raiment of righteouſneſs, and may ing 


thy praiſes for ever and ever. Amen. 
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HAP. XX. 
Of the Revilings of the Jews and the Perſevera 
ance of Jeſus on the Crefe, 


IHE, who paſſed by, as men full of 

- bitterneſs and envy, wagged their 
heads, ſaying, ah! thou that deſftroyeſt the 
temple of God and buildeſt it again in three days, 


fave thyſelf, I thou be the Son of God come 
down from the croſs, 


Thou didſt bear all theſe things for us, and 
thus become a proverb, and a bye-word, and 
a reproach ; and mighteſt well, as our repre- 


ſentative in our weakneſs, ſay, „Lord, 


where are thy former loving-kindneſles, 
which thou ſwareſt unto David, in thy truth? 


Thou haſt made his glory to ceaſe, Remem- 


ber, Lord, the reproach of thy ſervants, how 
I do bear in my boſom the reproach of all the 
mighty people, wherewith thine enemies have 


reproached, O Lord, wherewith they have 
teproached the footfteps of thy Chrift.” 


Though thankful under the chaſtiſement of 


Lord 


our peace, thou addeſt, “ Bleſſed be the 
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Lord for evermore.” For thou, who tauchteſt 
others to maintain a holy perſeverance in good 
works of love, didſt thyſelf firſt give us, on 
the croſs a clear demonſtration of the obedi- 
ence, which, by thine own fair example, 
thou enjoineſt all thy diſciples and followers, 
in the ſtrength of thy might, conſtantly to 
perform. Draw nigh now to the crucified 
Jeſus, thou deſpiſer of the world; for the joy 
ſet before thee, thou lover of the c.oſs of 
Chriſt, 


Be thou firm and conſtant in thy holy pur- 


Poſe: it is the work of Chriſt and the con- 


ſummation of the work of grace in thee unto 
ſalvation, to abide in thy calling, to live in 
holy obedience, and to perſevere ſtedfaſtly in 


the diſcipline of Chriſt. Let none therefore 


by their manifold perſuaſions call thee off 
from thy ſacred purpoſes, from the way to 
perfection, from the deſire of a devout con- 
verſation in the world. Remember the words 
of the apoſtle, that Chriſt became obedient 
for us unto death, even the deach of the 
croſs. Whatever therefore the flattering world 


promiſes, however the treacherous fleſh courts, 


x however 
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however violently the devil tempts, however 

kindred or friends diſſuade, or worldlings 

ſcoff or threaten, regard it not, care not for 

it ; but, ſtrong in the Lord, nobly deſpiſe it 

| all, Look upwards to the erucified Saviour, 
more ſtrongly inviting thee to the arms of 
NTP his mercy, and promiſing thee more after 
__} thy light afflictions than all the world can 
x give, even eternal rewards, If he ſays, „in 
the world ye ſhall have tribulation, and 

have your name caſt out, and be hated 

of men; that there ſhould be a variance 


between the children of light and dark- 3 
neſs; and that he who takes not his crofs 7 
is not worthy of him ;” he ſays alſo, if e 3 
ſuffer together *with him ye ſhall reign to- | 


gether, and if ye die together with him ye 1 
ſhall be glorified together with him. “If ye 
be reproached for the name of Chriſt happy 7 
are ye; for the ſpirit of glory and of God | 
reſteth upon you.“ And finding the deſcrip- 1 
tion of thy portion, as his follower, to be 
true, it ſnould lead thee the more ſtrongly to 
believe his promiſes ſhall alſo be as truly ful- 
filled to thee. Thou canſt not hope to ef- 


j Fape a croſs in this world, any more than 
B thoy 
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thou canſt expect, after all thy circumſpeRion, 
and wiſdom and prudence, to avoid being 
cenſured, amidſt this thy crucifixion of the 
fleſh, by thoſe who are about thee and mark 
thy ſteps, or being reproached and ſcoffed at 


by the venomous tongues of ignorance or ſu- 


perſtition. For it were very ſtrange thou 
ſhouldſt be able to avoid this, when Chriſt 


himſelf could not, who was the wiſdom of 


God; and all his apoſtles and martyrs could 
not. 'Therefore after all thy care, which 
thou muſt always take to avoid giving- of- 
fence, thou wilt, like Chriſt, be an offence 
to the children of the world, to the proud 


formaliſt and the careleſs finner ; becauſe thou 


ſayeſt, by faith in Chriſt Jeſus, I am the ſon 
of God; which will neceſſarily draw upon 
thee their ſlanders and hard ſpeeches; and 


their abſurd requeſts, that thou wouldeſt 


come down from the cro/s of thy luſts, they 
being ignorant how a ſufferer ſhould be ſo; 
and that to erucify the fleſh is the very end 
of thy adoption into the number of the ſons 


of God; as much as to be crucified amidſt 


this reproach was the end of Chriſt's being 
born, But then this God ſays to thee, 


K 3 Hearken 
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Hearken unto me, ye that know righteouſneſs, 


the people in whoſe heart is my law; fear ye 


not the reproach of men, neither be afraid of 
their revilings. For the moth ſhall eat them up 
like wool : but my righteouſneſs ſhall endure for 
ever. Bleſſed are ye when men ſhall revile and 
perſecute you, and ſhall ſay all manner of evil 
againſt you falſly for my ſake, rejoice and be 
exceeding glad, for great is your reward in hea- 
ven. Whoſoever ſhall endure unto the end 
ſhall be ſaved. Beſides, theſe things have a 
tendency to keep down thy pride, and to 
humble thee before God, ſo that when thou 
beareſt reproach in thy calling from them to 
whom thou haſt been a great benefactor, ſay 
alſo, bleed be the Lord, O thou valiant 
wreſiler, who endureſt the eontradiction of finners, 
and Hhadſi ſtrength qvith God and prevail:dft, 
give me, in my wreſtling with ſpiritual wick- 
edneſs before I am crowned, to be armed 


with the like mind that was in thee; that! 
may ſerve thee with all holy perſeverance of 


ſoul, as thy good ſoldier; never, through any 
loathing of the labour of love, to be faint or 
weary of a fervent following of thee ; but 
always, in the hope of the incorruptible cron, 
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to preſs wurd to the things that are before, 
and with ſteady purpoſe of heart, to hold 
faſt the beginning of my confidence firm un- 
to the end.” Vouchſafe me, with conſtancy. 
of mind, to reſiſt the temptations of the fleſh & 
and the aſſaults of the devil, even xrt2 blood, 4 1 
ſtriving againſt fin; to ſhew forth, under thy 


holy anointing all patience, with thankfulneſs; 

in adverſity and under thy fatherly chaſtiſe- 

ments, not to fear the ſharpeſt revilings, nar 

to affect the empty praiſes of men; to turn 

away mine eyes from the vanities of the pre- 

ſent life, and to ſeek wholly my refuge in | 

thee, my only Saviour; not to draw back 

from thy croſs, for the ſake of ſome dear 

intreating relation or friend, or of ſome diſ- 

Pleaſed threatening foe ; but committing my 

foul into thy hands, O faithful Creator and R:- 1 
5 | deemer, obediently, and with a happy end, to 1 
1 finiſh my life under its protection, under thus | y | 
| ſtandard and banner, Amen, 1 
| CHAP, 4 
| 1 
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CHAP: XXI. 
Of the S peech made to the T hief on the C roſe, 


OW comfortable and ſalutary is it to 

A. me to conſider the bliſsful end of this 
converted thief, not that I may learn from it 
to fin more ſecurely, or the longer to put off 
my repentance and amendment to the /aff 
hours of my life and to the day of my death; 


for this thou didſt never intend, nor encou- 


rage; calling men, in the parable where 4% 


is repreſented as a day, at different hours, 


even at the eleventh hour into the vineyard, 
but none in the laſt moments of the day. 
But thou wouldeft that I ſhould learn from 
this converſion of the 25 on the croſs, that 
they, who ſhall enter into thy joy and be 
ſaved, are only they who being crucified in 
thee, as their repreſentative, have their croſs 
ſanctiſied to them, to bring them under thy 
word to a ſenſe of their guilt, which occa- 
ſions it; how they have drawn their hearts and 
affections from thee, and robbed thee of 
thine honour, and their brethren of their 
love; to ſee the juſtice of their condemna- 


tion, 


8 
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tion, to look out for relief and to lead them 


to thee; to ſee that thy ſufferings and obedi- 


ence are for them, and that their advocate is 
in thee crucified ; and who thenceforward be- 
ing crucified together with thee with the af- 


fections and luſt, and dying to carnal life, do 


believe in thee, are transformed by the renew- 


ing of their minds, in this faith of thy death 


and reſurrection for them; do conſtantly ſpeak 
the truth, boldly rebuke vice, confeſs thee 


before a perverſe and adulterous generation; 
ſet their affections not on the earth, but on 
the things which are above; look upon them- 


ſelves as dying men; ſeek thee therefore with 
all their heart to be with them and that they 


may be with thee; pray on this account to 
be remembered of thee when thou comeſt 


9 


into thy kingdom.“ For in this penitent thief 
on the croſs, the true convert may ſee the liv- 
ing image of himſelf, who having once rob- 
bed thee of thy glory and his ſervice, is cru- 
cified together with thee, and, has crucified 


the fleſh with the affections and luſts; dying 
daily to fin, (though amidſt the reproach of 


the world) in the hope of righteouſneſs, It is 
profitable to confider theſe things, that when 


I have 
Fg 
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I have been overtaken by ſudden infirmities. 
I may not deſpair, 


What can the dying perſon hear that is 


more joyful, than by faith to receive this aſ- 
ſurance of thy word, To day ſhalt thon be 
with me in paradiſe ? Remember. me, O Lord, 
ohen thou comeſt into thy kingdom, and forſake 
me not utterly in the moments of death: 
when my ſtrength faileth me and my voice is 
gone; when my eyes begin to be darkened 
and my ears to wax deaf; then help me, 


good Jeſus, and ſend thy holy angels to 


ſtrengthen me in my agony, that the adverſa- 


ry, laying ſnares for me at my laſt hour, 
may not prevail againſt me, 


— 


CHAP. XXII 
Behold thy Mother ! 


ESEECH the Lord to purify thy heart 

by the belief of the truth, that thou 
mayeſt be filled with his love; and take thy 
mother, the church, into thy keeping, mi- 
- niſtering 


RA -: OE SS 
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niſtering to its ſupport and edification in 
peace and godlineſs; and thou wilt be bleſſed 
with grace, though not for, yet in, thy deed. 
With her thou ſhalt indeed make much and 
high proficiency. For thou ſhalt be inſtruct- 
ed with her ſpeech of grace: thou ſhalt be 
edified by her example, excited by her ad- 
monitions; inflamed with her love; drawn 
by her devotion; raiſed by her contempla- 


tions; filled with her joys; overflowed with 


her delights; and enjoy her heavenly bleſſings 
in Chriſt Jeſus. Thou ſhalt hear the divine 
myſteries from her mouth; learn © the hid- 
den things,” underſtand “ the great things 
of God.” Through communion with her in 
Chriſt thou ſhalt be more chaſte in thy con- 
verſation; remain more pure; become more 
holy; and perſevere with more devotion, 


Her form is chaſtity ; her ſpeech prudence ; 


her actions righteouſneſs; her meditation 
Chriſt ; her contemplation God. The beau- 
ty of her countenance, in the fairneſs of 
Chriſt's excellency, ſhines as the light; her 
face is venerable ; her comelineſs makes the 
beholder chaſte; her carriage provokes his 
admiration ; her ſpeech drives away every 

| | thing 
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thing that offendeth ; her clothing is not the 

heavy dreſs of ſuperſtition, nor the looſe garb 
of {icentiouſneſs, but becoming and decent; 
in a word, ſhe is © all glorious within,” and 
her veſture © is of wrought gold.” Such 
and fo great is the dignity of the church, to 
whom thou, the “ ſteward of the myſteries 
of God,” art made a miniſter, and of whom, 
Chriſt ſays to thee, Behold thy mother! There- 
fore give diligence, take heed unto thy mi- 
niſtry, which thou haſt received of God for 
her edification ; hold her in reverence, and, 
after the example of Chriſt, lay thyſelf out 
in the care of her, 


[19) 


HAF. XXIII. 


Of the Virtues of the Mother of Jeſus, and her 
Griefs and Tribulations, 


II OW can we but ſympathize with her, 
who, with the eye of faith, attend to 
her mournful ſituation by the croſs of Jeſus, 


where ſhe ſtood, wearied, afflicted, and, ac- 
cording to Simeon's prophecy, pierced with 


the od of grief; who thus ſee her return 
in tears from the ſepulchre, and her entrance 
to Johns houſe; where before many of the 
Faithful there aſſembled, being filled with grief 
for the death of her Son, the again wept. 
If faith then, ſeeing this ſad ſcene, can call 
up ſympathy of heart, what | believer can 
without it behold the manifold ſufferings of 


the church and its members, her following of 


the crucified Jeſus amidſt fears within, and 
the fightings of the enemy in various ſhapes 
without; in the ſtrait path of Chriſtiau- duty 
her affectionate concern for her children in 


their ſuffering, her deeply affecting ſight of 


the death of Chriſt; her mournful view of 
him, as once in the grave for her; her wait- 


L. ing 


W 
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Ing for the reſurreQion ; her groaning within 


herſelf, to be avith him, far off from a ſeduc- 
ing world, and out of the reach of the wiles 


of her grand adverſary, and of the tribula- 
tions that wait her abode in this wilderneſs ? - 


No believer can conſider them without con- 
trition of heart; | becauſe he is a partaker of, 
and feels, the We «© jf one vue uf 


W all 0 members Suffer With it,” 


Stand therefore a little here, my foul, and 


learn from the bleſſed mother, this emblem 
of the church. Behold, fe ſtands now near 


the craſt, wounded with many griefs, who 


once ſtood by the anger, filled with the 
ſounds of the celeftial choir ; to ſhew thee, 
though thou haft rejoiced in God thy Saviour 
with her, when the bridegroom is with thee, 


yet thou haſt thy time of mourning, when, for 


the chaſtiſement of thy fins he is taken away, 
She is now vexed with the clamours and re- 


vilings of the people, who had before been 
comforted with the angelic tidings of Chriſt ; 

now clogthed with the garments of are. 
who. had before been honoured by the pious 
kings of the earth: now beſprinkled with the 


blood 


[ 11 ] 
blood of her ſon, with whoſe fair counte= 


- nance ſhe had before been cheriſhed and de- 
' lightea : ſees him hanging among robbers, as 


a capital tranſgreſſor, whom ſhe had ſeen ſo 


unweariedly doing good, and working a 


multitude of miracles among the people ; 


ſees him like a leper, beeauſe of his wounds; 


whom ſhe had known to have cleanſed lepers : 


ſees him ſurrounded, with many ſcrcs and 
_ pains, who had driven away all forts of diſ. 
_ eaſes from the infirm: ſees him ſubjeR to 
death, who had reſtored the awidew's fon and 
the dead Laxarut to life: all her pleaſant 
things are turned into ſorrows, all her ſweets 


into bitterneſs; ſo many are the ſtorms, ſo 


boiſterous the ſea of trouble in which ſhe is 


placed. By the record of all which diſtreſs, 


the Lord would teach his beloved church 


that ſhe ſhould not count it a ſtrange thing, 
nor raſhly conclude againſt her being the 
bleſſed of the Lord, if, after being comforted 
with the precious zidings of ſalvation, ſhe 


. ſhould hear and paſs through the evi report 
of the children of this world; if after receiv- 


ing honour from godly kings, ſhe ſhould 


meet ſorrow ; if, after being refreſhed in her 
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holy ſeed, ſhe ſhould even have their blood 
ſprinkled, and ſee them dead in her boſom 
if, after ſeeing them exemplary in good 
works of love and obedience, ſhe ſhould find 
them alſo numbered among ſt, and ſuffering 
with, tranſgr-ſſirs ; if, after ſeeing them labo- 
riouſly miniſtering to the ſpiritual and bodily 
welfare and life of others, ſhe ſhould find 
them brought low with racking pains and 


griefs, even unto. death, and thus have their 


joy turned into mourning. But then behold 
the holy mother is not overcome of deſpair, 
having her mind fixed on that God whoſe 
ſayings laid deep hidden in her heart. She 


| Nands by the croſs, conſtant amidſt her ſor- 
rows, giving proof of her fidelity, demon- 


ſtrating her love to him, notwithſtanding the 
threats and revilings of the blaſphemers. 
She endures them all, and anſwers nothing 
again to her moſt cruel foes. For we read of 
no rude ſpeech nor angry behaviour in her, 
but of her inward ſympathy, her exceeding 
great affliction, Nor is it to be doubted that 
ſhe practiſed the leſſon ſhe had been taught 
and ſo lately ſaw exemplified in Chriſt, and 


prayed for the pardon and converſion of her 


afflictors, 
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afflictors. Whereby the Holy Ghoft, who 
lovingly teacheth us the way in which we 
ſhould go, would repreſent that when his 
church ſhall be thus afflicted and u ed with 
tempeſt and not comforted, ſhe will neverthe- 


| leſs be ſeen ſtanding in faith by Chriſt cruci- 


fied, with conſtancy of hope amidſt her ſuf. 
ferings; waiting for the fulfilling of his 


words of promiſe to them that mourn; mani- 


feſting her fidelity and affection amidſt the 
menaces and coutradictious of fenners ; ſhewing 
forth a love, that beareth and endureth all 
things; nq; reſiſting or reviſing again, but on 
the contrary, grieving for them, who, for- 
getting the wonderful works of God, do 
yet crucify Chriſt anew and bring ſorrow up- 
on her; and in a fellowſhip with his ſpirit 
praying for her foes, 


For thus ſtood the mother of Jeſus by the 
croſs, amidſt her tribulations, ſhewing to the 
churches and all mothers in their troubles, 
under the toſs of their children, the conſola. 
tion of patience in her own meek example, 
O all ye who with the ſteps of faith, paſs by 
this way of /Calvary, look at the painful ſla- 
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tion of the bleſſed Mary by the bleeding 


Jeſus; behold her bearing her croſs in his 


crucifixion, For in every torturing of the 
members of Jeſus, ſhe was wounded in ſpirit 


together with him; and the mother, as the 


ehurch 1s ſtill, was as often pierced as ſhe ſaw 
the bloody marks in the body of the Son. 
See therefore, devout ſoul, that thou hideſt 
theſe things within thy breaſt ; be thou alſo 
meek and ſtrong, when the time of tribula- 
tion cometh becauſe of the word. Be not 
overcome with deſpair, if that which thou 
exceedingly loveſt, a huſband, a parent, or a 


child, is taken away from thee ; or if that, in 


the wiſdom of God, is denied thee which thou 
haſt ſelfiſhly thought to be neceſſary for thee ; 


nay, not if thy beloved Jeſus withdraw himſelf 


and go, that thou mayeſt more diligently ſeek 
him. For the deareſt friends of Jeſus are 
wont to be proved by the greateſt trials; as 
it is uſual to ſend the ſtouteſt and beſt ſoldiers 
upon the moſt important enterprizes, For if 
God ſpared not his owun fon „ but gave him up 
for. us all to the moſt grievous afflictions, why 


ſeekeſt thou thy reſt and thy joys here; and 


this as a follower of Chriſt, If Chriſt did 
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not feek his own glory, but was obedient to, 


and prepared for. the moſt painful ſufferings, 


why, as profeſſing to imitate his fair exam- 
ple, doſt thou thus ſeek thine own profit and 


glory, and not rather fear eternal torment; 


and, for the love of the crucified Saviour, be 


content patiently to embrace hardſhips and 
ſeverities when thou art called to them? If 


thou conſidereſt all the friends of God, thou 
will find that none ever ſailed through life 


without meeting ſome great ſeas, ſome ſtorms, 
to try and prove them. O my Saviour, pity 


me a poor creature; and with thy uſual ten- 
derneſs undertake the care of me, and make 
me of the number of thy ſervants who have 
the pledges of thy love; and alſo ſhew 
me the light of thy countenance, ſtand by 


me that I may follow and abide by thee unto 


the end with all faithfulneſs and perſever- 
ance; becauſe I have none for a preſent help 
and ſtrength in the times of my trouble, but 


only thou, the great refuge for the oppreſſed ; 
none to ſupport me when the waves of un- 
_ godlineſs riſe up againſt thee in thy church, 


and againſt me in a holy following of thee, 


but only thou, O Lord, who duelle on 


high 
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high and art mightier, and wilt take away the 


rebuke of thy people, a Wipe * team 
from all ches. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 


O the avonderful Darkneſs and the firong cry 
of Jeſus oz the TR Eli, Eli, lama fas 
bacthani? 


IF thou ſeeſt the wicked who, at any time 


1 oppreſs thee proſper, whilſt thou in the 

een of Chriſt art chaſtiſed, ſo as to 
make thee ** pierced at the heart, and ſeek 
the reaſon of this, be not angry; left thou 


xeconrſe to this ſolemn tation of Chriſt: 


take this place for thy refreſhment, and witk 
Jeſus, deſpiſed on the croſs by men, forſaken 


by the Father, and laid in darkneſs, mingle 
this ſpeech with thy meditations, revolving 


in thy mind the ery uttered from the croſs, 


My God, My God, why haft thou forſaken 


ne Seek, when ignorant of the reaſon of 


kis diſpenſatians — thee, the wiſdom of 
his 


E 17 
his ſanctuary, then ſhalt thou underſtand and 
be guided by his counſel. Happy the man 
whoſe croſs, whoſe heavineſs brings this ſeek- 
ing and crying to God, and this inſtruction 
in the counſel of God. Conſider at all times 
what darkneſs and obſcuriry Chriſt lay in; 
how forſaken he was for thee; and then ſtudy 
in thy ſuffering and weakneſs to ſhew thy- 
ſelf meek after his example ; nor murmur if 
ſometime thou art neglected by thy friends, 
or rarely viſited by thy brethren ; neither de- 
ſpair, if God hide his face from thee to ſtir 
thee up more fervently to ſeek him. Re- 
member thy Saviour's ſuffering, and ceaſe to 
complain of a little inconveniency in life. 
Wiſh for a viſit from him, though he ſhall 
deſcend 'in a cloud, Seek his conſolation 
only, by which thou, who art deſolate, mayſt 
be comforted, Leave the fleeting comforts 
of this tranſitory world ; let not the love of 
friends ſo employ thy attention, as to ſepa- 
rate thee from the love of God. Prove me 
O Lord, and try me as thou ſhalt fee it to 
be profitable for me. Be thou fo much the 
more powerfully preſent with me, by how 


much I am the more preſſed with tribulations, | 
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and have the leſs confidence in men. For 
thou continueſt a moſt faithful friend in the 
oreateſt neceſſity, But if it ſhall be thy good 
pleaſure that I ſhould be more ſharply tried, 


and ſhould for a while be deprived of all 


conſolation, even when the time of my de- 
parture draweth near; then vouchſafe unto me, 
for his ſake who lay in darkneſs and was for- 


ſalen for me, patiently to endure, and con- 


fidently to caſt my whole burden upon thee, 
who careſt for me; and alſo in the inward re- 
ceſſes of my heart to remember the hour of 
thy dear Son, who, when ſtripped of all 
friends, was mindful of thee alone; that cry» 


ing to thee, I may be heard of thee, —depart 


in thy peace, for his righteouſneſs ſake, 


CHAP. xxV. 
Of the Thirſt of Jeſus, and of his bitter Cup. 


No thou, the diſciple of Jeſus, fear to 

a commit the fins which brought ſuch 

heavineſs and dereliction from God; but 
when thou haſt offended, be content with the 


ob ſcureſt | 


« 
« 
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eb cure t circumſtances, even with the Hiding 


of God's face from thee for a time, with 
that abſence of preſent conſolation which 
worketh in thy ſoul a lovging for God, and 
maketh thee alſo cry out, I thirſt for thee, 


the living God, Suffer it patiently, if thou 
haſt allo ſevere dealings from men, and if 


even deſirable ſupport is denied thee for the 
nouriſhment of thy life. Apprehend by faith 
out of the cup of this mixture, a remedy 


againſt the voraciouſneſs of appetite ; for if 
thou deſireſt to feaſt with Chriſt, in the king- 
dom of the Father, let not thy heart fret to 
want delicate meats, or the cups of precious 
wine, or ſoft beds, or ſplendid raiment. For 


to affect theſe is very contrary to the ſuffer. 
ings of Jeſus, Receive with thankfulneſs the 


good things of God, which thou enjoyeſt 


but be not diſſolved in carnal delights ; re- 
ſtrain the motions of concupiſcence, overcome 
them with ſobriety, But if thou haſt exceed- 


ed the due bounds, either by eating immoder- 
ately or delicate living, ſeek mercy of God, 


through him who taſted the bitterneſs of death, 


_ that thou mighteſt not drink of the cup of 


the wrath of God due to thy fins ; reduce thy- 


ſelf 
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ſelf again with daily labours and nightly 
watchings, often calling to mind, with grief, 
the bitter cup of Chriſt, and diſpoſed; after 
his example, not to refuſe to taſte of ſuffering, 
or to drink of the cup of mortification, or 
practiſe abſtinence, that thou mayeſt have to 
give relief to thy needy brethren, 


\ 


O Jeſus, thou heavenly manna and ſweet 
bread of life, which whoſoever eateth ſhall live 


for ever; who hadſt a portion of gall and 


vinegar miniſtered to thee, when thou didſt 


thirſt vehemently on the croſs, neither couldſt 
have a little water to refreſh thee, according 
to the ſcriptures, ſaying, they gave me alſo 
gall for my meat, and in my thirſt they gave me 
vinegar 70 drink; make me feelingly to re- 
member this thy bitter portion, at the time 
of my daily repaſt, that I may not pour out 


my heart greedily after bodily ſuſtenance, 


but may attentively meditate on the words of 


thy mouth, or have my ſpeech and converſa- 


tion ſeaſoned with the ſalt of thy grace, 


May I then learn in thy fear to take only 


what things are neceſſary and convenient for 
my food, not as one that maketh proviſſon 
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or the Huld, to fulfil the luſis thereof; and de- 


voutly to return thee thanks for the benefits 
conferred on me. Nor let me be diffatisfied 
with moderate or mean diet; rather may I 
count myſelf unworthy to be fed with the 
alms of the poor, even the crumbs of thy 
children; and fear to be ſupported by the 
labours of others, or to be /lorhful in buſineſs, 
left I ſhould not have 4 give to him that need- 
eth. Grant me not to be ſolicitous about 
the meat that periſhes, but to labour after the 
meat which periſheth not, but endaureth unto 
everlaſting life, Let me not be found a rt 
of bitterneſs, or dealing out arp treatment to 


| thee in thy church and members; but pati- 


ently to abide, though I ſuffer with them in 


the world. Give me to thirſt for thee, the 


Fountain of living waters, and after th * righte- 
onufneſs, under thy fatherly chaſtiſements; 


make them all contribute to increaſe it, that 


J may be the more abundantly ſatisfied with 
thy pleaſi Vouchſafe me from the ban- 
quet of thy heavenly table a crumb of the 
living bread, together with ſome little draught 
of thy inward ſavor; and after any hiding 
of thy face and my crying to thee out of my 
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M heavineſs, 
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| heavineſs, eſpecially at the approach of death, 
give me to taſte how ſweet, O Lord, thy 


Spirit is, which is poured out of thy unme- 
rited bounty on the children of grace, that 
ſaying with thee, I hirf, I may through 
thee be filled with zhe Spirit unto life ever- 
laſting, in that kingdom where they fall 
hunger no more, neither thirſt any more: where 
thou, the great Hepherd, leadeſt thy people 
uuto living fountains of water. 


— — 


CHAP. xxvI. 


07 the Word of Confummation, put forth 
from the Mouth of Jeſus. 


HE eye of faith ſees thee, thou faith. 
ful high prieſt, now returning to thy 
Father in the heavens, becauſe thou haft 
finiſhed the great work of grace on earth, 


It ſees thee now the ark of the Lord's ſtreng1 


going before thy poor ſervants through this 
Jordan of trouble, to prepare a way, a ac 
and living way, for them to follow thee, to 
open the gate of the kingdom of heaven to 


20 
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all believers, which the fin of our fe parents 
had ſhut againſt us Therefore ceaſe not to 
labour whilſt ff is called to-day, whilſt thou haſt 
time and ſtrength, The work of the new 
creation has its days, as well as that of the old, 


to be finiſhedin ; the building up of our fouls to 


God, like the building of Solomr's, has its 
time for the finiſhing, Thou comeſt not to 
a ripe age and maturity at once, nor canſt 
thou ſay, it is fried, though thou haſt be- 


gun. But to finiſh well is the object of the 


Chriſtian; go on then unto perfection in love, 
and ſeek to complete what thou haſt begun, 
that when the eve of thy life approaches, 


thou mayſt be able in his might to ſay with 
Jeſus, It is fried,” even the work Chriſt 


gave thee to do. Wherefore hold faſt the 
faith in purity, walk in the paths of truth and 


virtue; follow after righteouſneſs ; ſtrive. 


againſt {in even unto death, that thou mayſt 
lay hold on eternal life, and mayſt be able 
with the apoſtle Paul, to ſay, I have fought 
@ good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, I have 
kept the faith. Shouldſt thou be in a night 
of heavineſs even till near thy departure, 


then remember that Chriſt was ſo, and reach 
5 "WE 3 forward 
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heavineſs, eſpecially at the approach of death, 
give me to taſte how ſweet, O Lord, thy 
i Spirit is, which is poured out of thy unme- 

\ | & rited bounty on the children of grace, that 
FF. ſaying with thee, I thirft, I may through 
: thee be filled with zhe Spirit unto life ever- 

y laſting, in that kingdom where they fall 
T | hunger no more, neither thirfl any more where 


| thou, the great Hepherd, leadeſt thy people 
| = #/nt0 living fountains of Water. 


1 CHAP. XXVI. 
"Rf Of the Word of Conſummation, put forth + 
. Vom the Mouth of Jeſus. 


1 HE eye of faith ſees thee, thou fairh- 
! | | A ful high prieſt, now returning to thy 
Father in the heavens, becauſe thou haſt 
finiſhed the great work of grace on earth. 
It ſees thee now the ark of the Lord's ſtreng! 4 
going before thy poor ſervants through this 
Jordan of trouble, to prepare a way, a 2 
and living way, for them to follow thee, to 
open the gate of the kingdom of heaven to 


all 
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all believers, which the fin of our gie parents 
had ſhut againſt us. Therefore ceaſe not to 


_ labour whilſt if is called to-day, whilſt thou haft 
time and ſtrength, The work of the new 


creation Fas its days, as well as that of the old, 
to be finiſhedin ; the building up of our fouls to 
God, like the building of Solomon's, has its 


time for the finiſhing, Thou comeſt not to 


a ripe age and maturity at once, nor canſt 


thou fay, it is fried, though thou haſt be- 


gur. But to finiſh well is the object of the 
Chriſtian; go on then unto perfection in love, 
and ſeek to complete what thou haſt begun, 


that when the eve of thy life approaches, 


thou mayſt be able in his might to ſay with 
Jeſus, It is finiſhed,” even the work Chriſt 
gave thee to do. Wherefore hold faſt the 
faith in purity, walk in the paths of truth and 
virtue; follow after righteouſneſs ; ſtrive 
againſt fin even unto death, that thou mayſt 
lay hold on eternal life, and mayſt be able 
with the apoſtle Paul, to ſay, I have fought 
4 good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, I have 
kept the faith. Shouldſt thou be in a night 
of heavineſs even till near thy departure, 


| then remember that Chriſt was ſo, and reach 


M 2 forward 
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| forward to victory, even to be able to take 


up a like ſpeech in truth. Thou wilt but 
have ſmall labour, thou wilt but after all 
ſuffer a little while in offering up thyſelf to 
God by Chriſt, though thou art in the ſharp- 


eſt agonies. Thine hour will ſwiftly come; 


that hour being perfected, thou thence - for- 
ward looking for the crown mayeſt ſay, my 
few and evil days are ended, my ſhort life 1s 
completed, and I have finiſhed my courſe. 


thou bright and perfect exemplar of all vir- 


tues, in whom we ſtand complete, thou gra- 


cious author and fri/ber of every grace in us. 


and thou exceeding great reward of good 
works, Jeſus Chrift, the ruler of heaven and 


_ © earth, mercifully create and eſtabliſh in me 
the faith of my being perfected in this thy 
righteouſneſs and obedience unto death for 
me: graciouſly direct all my actions after thy 


good pleaſure, and purify and * cleanſe the 
thoughts of my heart by the inſpiration of 
thy holy Spirit.“ Teach me humbly to be- 
gin, diligently to perſevere and happily to 
finiſh in thee, Grant me not to grow luke- 
warm, but to labour day and night in hie 


Ping eyard, for the Penny in everlaſting life. 
Fea | 
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even if it be to bear the burden of the day, 
in the ſchool of celeſtial exerciſes to the croſs 
of my luſt! whatever heavineſs and ob/curity I 


ſhall be placed in, even to the giving up of 


the ghoſt, Until at the laſt, through thy 


favour, after many ſtruggles and long labours, 


(which are few and ſhort in compariſon of 
thine for me) I may, though I have in a 


night of heavineſ+ complained to my God and 
cried out to him, be able gladly alſo to ſay 


with thee in my laſt hour, It is finiſhed,” 
the wort of faith is. fulfilled with power. 


Make me t6 remember, that, according to 
thy free promiſe, I ſhall enjoy in thee a per- 


ſect reward for my labour of love, and 
reſt for my fatigue, joy for the ſorrow, 


a crown for the fight, glory for the 


| ſhame, bleſſedneſs for the miſery, which 1, 


for thy ſake and in the following of thee, en- 


dured in the world. For thou haſt been and 


art the great cauſe of all my works in this 


place of my pilgrimage. Be thou my ex- 


ceeding great reward in the kingdom of hea- 
ven, that as perfeated in thee, and ferfecting 


holineſs by thee, I may be made perfect with 
thee. Becauſe I long to have thee for the 


M3 reward 
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reward of my labours, who art the begin- 


ning of them, and the ſupreme happineſs and 
glory of all thy Hale, | 


— 
CHAP. XXVII 


Of the cruel Piercing of the Holy Side of 
_ Jeſus Chriſt, 


H OU redeemer of the faithful, and 
| true high-prieſt, who didſt ſuffer thy 
ſide to be opened with the point of the lance, 


that thou mighteſt give the avater of purifica- 
tion, open to me, I pray thee, the gate of 
thy mercy, grant that I, being waſhed in 
the /aver of regeneration, . may daily be re- 
newed by the Holy Ghoſt, and may alfo 


through thy 5% have my conſcience purged 


from dead works to ſerve the living Gop; 
and the healing waters of thy grace to /pread 


and riſe more and more in me; that I may 


live and bring forth fruit to Goo. Admit 
me, I beſeech thee, to the ſecret receſſes of 


thy lovig heart, that mine may be united to 


thee in the indiſſoluble bond of love, that 
thou mayſt dwell in me and I in thee, and 
5 may 
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may remain united to thee for ever. Let tho 
ſoldier's ar be ſo apprehended by my faith, 
that it may penetrate alſo into my bowels and 
the old man, and pierce through all my in- 


ward parts; until from this ſalutary auaund- 


ing, my ſoul may obtain a perfect ſoundneſs 
in thee, that I may admit no lover beſides | 
thee, may ſeek no conſolation but from thee. 
May my heart alſo be free and open to thee 


alone; a ſtranger to the world; ſhut againſt 
the devil; 
temptations of every ſort by the protecting 


ſtrengthened on all ſides againſt 


ſtandard of thy croſs; that at the ſolemn 


time when all the zribes of the earth ſhall 


mourn before thee, and they too who have 
pierced thee ſhall look on thee, I may be found 
of the bleſſed number who are waſhed from 
therr fins in thy blood, and made price and kings 


unto Gon. Amen, 


CHAP. XXVIIT. 
| Of the Burial of Jeſus, 


HE minds of the fairhfut were afflicted 

at theſe things, becauſe the hope of 
doe reſurrection emed taken away, and 
| their 


1 128 } 
their faith in a manner buried with Jefus in 
the tomb. There ſeemed to be no conſola- 
tion remaining to them, but to lament the 
deceaſed ; that if they could not raiſe the 
dead, they might at leaſt expreſs by outward 
tokens, what yet in their hearts they did not 
thoroughly underſtand, namely, his ſeeing xs 
eorruption. But faith would have ſaid unto | 
them, O ye religious women that love 
Chriſt, do not give way to ſuch exceſſive ſor- 
tow. Remembet the words of the Lord Jeſus 
which he told you, and wait a little while. 
For after three days he will undoubtedly rije 
again. Then ſhall you ſee him in great 
fplendor and triumphant gladneſs, whom now 
you bewail entombed. Then there will be 
freſh joy to all his friends, who are now ſor- 
rowful for his death and burial, For he will 
be clothed with the veſture of immortality, 
nor will death have ever any more dominion 
ever him, nor over them that are his members. 
Learn thou alſo in the burial of Jeſus fre- 
quently to meditate on the diſſolution of thy 
own body ; ſee what thou muſt leave on thy 
burial with him by baptiſm. into his death, 
even mortal, fleſhly, corrupt luſts ; putting on 
| | | Chriſt 
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Chriſt by faith, and the new man in a con- 


formity to his life. There is a neceſſity too 
that what thou didſt receive from the earth 
be committed to the earth ; /e thou art, and 
unto duſt MS alt thou return. Why therefore art 
thou proud, earth and efbes as thou art, that 
muſt ſhortly become rottenneſs and be co- 


vered in the ground? What doſt thou luſt 
after in the world, that art quickly to be 


driven from it and to be trodden under foot 
by men? Why carrieſt thou the l mars 
about thee, and pampereſt it, and liveſt in 
the oldneſs of the fleſh, that profeſſeſt to be 

| baried with Chriſt, and to have put on the 


zew man with him, and to partake of his 


Fe? 


PART Tuz THIRD. 


Of the ReſurreQion of Chriſt and 
his Appearances. 


CHAP. . 


of be A _pearance of Jeſus to Mary Magdalene 
in the Form of a Gardener. 


F 2 HOU didſt hide the brightneſs of thy 

countenance from the weeping Mary, 
that ſhe might not know thee, that thou 
mighteſt hereby more vehemently ſtir up the 
defire of her heart towards thee z mighteſt 


try the virtue of her patience, and by this 


affliction and delay, the more thoroughly 
purge her, and bring her after her long ſad- 
neſs to greater joy. Neither didſt thou this 
for her ſake only, but for our ſales alſo, that 


thou mighteſt teach thy church, out of auh m 


thou caſteſt all the poxuer of the devil, that ſhe, 
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to /ce thee manifeſt in her, muſt behold in 


thee a ſpiritual gardener, dreſſing and purg- 
ing the ſoul, that it may bring forth frax 


wits holineſs, that the end may be everlaſting 


Herein alſo thou haſt for our great com- 
fort held forth to the devout mind, when in 


heavineſs through manifold temptations, an 
example of the patience and penitence of 
Mary; who, though ſhe was much beloved 
by thee, and adorned with great gifts, was 


yet often afflicted in this life; grieved for & 
time and deſolate, for the increaſe and per- 
fecting her faith, and for the advantage of 
others, but not utterly forſaken nor deſpiſed ; 

thou being vizh her in her trouble, though 
ſhe then knew it not; to ſhew us, that thou 
art with holy mourners and ſeekers in the 


troubles of their minds, dreſſing the ſouls 


when they do not perceive thee, nor know 
thee. O how wiſely and kindly doſt thou, 
O Lord, deal with thy beloved, whether it 


be by tribulation or by comfort, until thou 


bringeſt them to thyſelf, to the eternal reſt 


of the celeſtial paradiſe, It behoves them to 


be 
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be tried by a variety of temptations, and to 
be purged, as gold, in the fire of tribulation 3 
and that they may be made meet for 
the kingdom of heaven, and be counted 
worthy, in and through thee, to enjoy the ce- 
leſtial viſion, they ought to take all things 
which befal them from thy hand, for a better 
gift, and for a pledge of fatherly love and 
of eternal life, which thou haſt promiſed-to 
the . devout ſeeker of thee, perſevering in 
prayer, as Mary Magdalene did before thee. 
O how truly loving is God to his 1/rael, who 
are of an zpright heart who ſeek thee in 
truth, and humbly with grief and tears, as 
Mary ſought and found thee. For every 
thing, which is induſtriouſly ſought and with 
difficulty found, is more eſteemed when it is 
obtained, and alſo the more carefully kept. 
After long hunger bread taſtes the ſweeter ; 
and after a bitter cup, water is ſweeter to 
him that drinketh it. After night, the day 
is the more agreeable to the eye, and after 
eold, fire delights the more. Afcer heavy 
labours, reſt and ſleep are the ſweeter, After 
a ſharp war, peace is more amiable to the 
parties that have been vexed with it, The ſtars 
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ſhine the clearer after the white miſt, the 


birds ſing the more cheerfully on the awaken- 


ing ſun-riſe. So the troubled ſoul is renewed 
as an eagle, upon Chriſt's ching with a ma- 
nifeſtation of his grace. Theſe things are 
ſufficiently evident in the beloved Mary Mag- 
dalene, who after long weeping had abundant 
conſolation from the Lord. O how plentiful 
is thy goodneſs, which thou, O Lord, haſt 
laid up for them that fear thee, * it 15 


hidden for awhile. 


CHAP. II. 


Of the Advantage of godly Sorrow and Tears, 


OLY and devout tears of faith, though 


they can by no means, if they were 


equal to the ocean's vaſt meaſure, waſh away 
any part of the ſtain of fin, are yet ſuch 
effects of grace, already received through 


Chriſt, that they tend to carry on the work 


of faith with power, to repreſs the impetuoſity 
of carnal defires; to extinguiſh contentious 
paſſions, to mortify gluttonous appetites, to 


make us have a diſreliſh for the pride of life. 


5 hey avold vain- talking, they ſeek retire- 
N ment, 
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they are a means in Go 


_ godly ſorrow; and when it is loſt or weak, 
7 may 
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ment, they love filence, they excite prayer, 
they drive away idleneſs, that is ſo pernici- 
ous to the ſoul; neither can they aſſociate 
with. falſhood, jeſt, and wanton laughter, 
They are inſtrumental to ſtir a man up to 
ponder well the hour of death, the dreadful- 
neſs of future judgment, and the pains of hell : 
they diſcharge all violence, and are the lan- 
guage of ſorrow ; they are preparatory to a 
man's growth in grace ; they ſhew his rocky 
heart ſmitten, his ſtruggles againſt the ſnares 
of the devil; they bring him out of the noiſe 
of the world, and manifeſt his longing after the 
kingdom of heaven ; they ſhew his ſenſe of 
his paſt tranſgreſſions and his deſire to reco- 


ver loſt favour; they teach him to be upon 


his guard againſt the dangers that occaſioned 
them; and to abide ſtedfaſtly in his calling, 
They induce him to read and meditate on the 
book of life, and ſome, to write profitably ; 


's hands of preſerving 


carefully keep. this grace of holy tears and 
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may regain it through true repentance, and 
by a ſpeedy ſeeking unto thee to find it» 
He, who defires to have and to retain this 
gift, ought ſtrictly to conſider his natural 


gu. lt and corruption, to take a view of the 


great wickedneſs of the world, of his baſe. 
ingratitude and rebellion in the face of ſuch 
repeated mercies, and, inwardly, to return 
thanks to God for all his benefits. This is 
as laborious and painful as it is impoſſible to 
our nature, but yet light and practicable to 
the child of God, through the grace of the 
Holy Spirit; very fruitful to him that does 
it; and laſtly, pleaſant to him in his death. 
Bleſſed therefore are they who now mourn, 


becauſe, in the world to come, they ſhall 


_ rejoice with angels amidft everlaſting con- 
| ſolation. Amen. 


— — 
CHAF. HL 
Of the Appearance of Chriſt in the Form of 
a Stranger, to the two Diſciples, iz their 
Way to Emmaus, 
Ho who art the way, the truth, 
and the /ife, our ſalvation and redemp- 


tion, who wilt not break the bruiſed reed, nor 
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in the breaking of bread? And ſo it was, 
go 
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quench the ſmoaking flax, appeared in the form 


of a ffrauger to thy zwo diſciples, as they 
w. in the way; aſſuming the habit of an 


unknown traveller, that thou mighteſt with 


thy gracious viſit perfectly inſtruct and bleſs 


D them with the knowledge of thee, Thou 


didſt fitly take this form to them, who were 
ſtrangers to thy dignity, as well as to teach 
us, that thy y coming in grace to the 
ſoul, is alſo like one that is a fran ger to it, 


and whom it knows not. But though they 


were ſuch, as thy true diſciples fuß are, yet 


how amiably didſt thou join thyſelf to them 


in the way; ſhewing how thou manifeſteſt thy- 
ſelf ro them who walk, if but weakly, in the 
away ; who are much grieved for thy ſuffer- 
ing, and with ſome expreſſions of their hopes, 
diſcourſe of thy good actions and holy words 


and miracles; not of the vanities and trifles 
of this periſhable world: though they little 


think. that thou art then with them who could 
better teach them and ſatisfy them about the 
things they then doubted of, than thou, O 
good maſter, the way, the truth, and the life, 
by openly diſcovering thyſelf to them; and 
by giving them a ſignal evidence of thyſelf 
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For preſently, upon thy drawing near and 
accompanying them, as if thov hadſt been 
a fflranger and unacquainted with it, thou 
didſt queſtion of them the cauſe of their 
great heavineſs, and what oppreſſed them, 
ſaying, What manner of communications are 
theſe, that ye have to one another, as ye walk 
and are ſad ? Be comforted, O my ſoul, that 
Chriſt is ſtill manifeſt to thee by his power : 
he till joins himſelf to thee, and walks with 
thee by the way, to open thy underſtanding 
and to explain to thee the myſteries of his 
grace, though at firſt unknown to thee, 
and to inflame thy heart with the love of him, 
ſo as to make thee preſs him to abide with 
thee. And what is not permitted me to enjoy 
in the body with thee, O Lord, grant me to 
obtain ſpiritually from thee, either in public 
or in private; either in retirement or at my 
labours; either alone or with my companions. 
_ Whilſt I meditate on thy ſuffering and thy 
promiſed reſurrection, and the things report- 
ed of thee by thy ſervants, be thou in truth 

joined to me, that I may have thee eee . as 
preſent before my eyes 
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PART Tx: FOURTH. 


Of the Aſcenſion, &c. 


CHAP: I. 
Of the Aſcenſion of the Lord, and his Ap- 
5 pearance. 


* 
HOU who, having overcome the 
prince of this world, didſt open and 
ſhew the way of eternal life and glory to a 
few choſen whom thou didſt call out of the 
world, and enable to follow thee in the way 
of mortification ; and appearing to thy diſci- 
ples, as they ſat at meat, and devoutly ſpake 


of thee and deſired greatly to behold thy 


face, according to thy promiſe ; who rejoiced 


that thou waſt preſent with them, for their 


ſingular conſolation. As they now aſſembled 
to eat, and diſcourſed together concerning 


the kingdom of God and the riches of thy 


mercy, e peace and brotherly love, 
concerning 
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concerning godly virtues and the ſalvation of 


ſouls, thou, their joy and crown, hadſt the 
firſt place; truly their leſſer care was about 
their meat and drink. For having all things in 
common they ſought not dainty repaſts; hav- 
ing riches and a ſufficiency in the common 
miniſtration of the brethren, and not felfiſhly 
ſeeking their own in thoſe things whereof they 
were but flewards. That loving feaſt with 
thy poor apoſtles! not with many of the 
mighty, the rich, and the wiſe of this world, 
by whom thou and thy diſciples were deſpiſ- 
ed, becauſe thou aſcendedſt into the heavens, 


thou thus ſtrengthened thy weak and fearful 


diſciples, left them amidſt the waves of the 
world, to whom thou didit by thy word reveal 
many ſecret things concerning paſt and fu- 
ture events; that being comforted by thy holy 
words, they might not faint in enduring he 
contradiftim of finners for thy - name's ſake, 
Giving forth many beautiful and myſtic pa- 
rables and plain doctrines, wiſely adapted to 
the nature of man's underſtanding and to the 
capacities of the hearers ; for the right inter- 
preting the divine writings, in the books of 
Maſes and the prophets ; which afford a cer- 
tan 
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tain teſtimony of thee, and of all thy works 
and glorious miracles, which thou didſt per- 
form in the world, and order to be preached 
throughout the whole earth. O how aftoniſh- 
ing a view had they of thine infinite wiſdom, 
and love, when their underſtanding was 
opened, that that they might ' underſtand the 
fſeriptures ! The eyes that before reſted in the 
letter, unable to fee aught but the typic hiſ- 


 ſoirit of them, like a new-born day, break 
in upon their hearts, to ſhew thee unto them, 
and to inflame them with thy love! 
— 
CHAT. I 
Of the outward Appearance of Chriſt big 
N _ Wwith- -drawwn, and the Advantage of his 
| 1's 22 2.4 . a. ee, 
* 
1 LESSED be thy name, who doſt ſtill 
vouchſafe this gracious embaſſy and aſſu- 
rance to the faith that contemplates and ſees 
\ thee aſcending for men, and cauſeſt thy light 
and the Spirit of purity to work in them 
this perſuaſion of thy coming again to their 
conſolation, 


tories, now ſaw through them, and had the 
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conſolation. Remember me, thy poor ſup- 
pliant, I beſeech thee. Remember and com- 
paſſionate me, baniſhed as I am, and a ſtran- 
ger left here in this vale of tears, lamenting 


amidſt the various temptations and diſquietudes 


of this preſent life, which often draw back 


my heart from the good things of heaven. 


Neither let me reſt in an inactive cont mplation, 
but be employed alſo in an exerciſe of thy 


grace, and walk in the way that leads to thee; 
therefore draw me after thee, O Jeſus, that, 


lay ing hold upon the ſure and fleadfaſt hope, 
that anchor of the foul which thou ſetteſt 
before me, and which entereth within ihe 


wail, I may follow thee in the ſteps of 


holy defire, and fervent love, and in the way 
of thy commandments, who cannot now fol- 


low thee with my bodily feet. For thou hat 
in thine own example ſhewn me, who am not 
worthy of the leaſt glimpſe of thy favour, 


that the crown ſucceeds the croſs, and that 1 
mult follow thee in the way of thy humility to 


ſee thee in the excellency of thy majeſty, 


O bleſſed fight, clearly to ſee God in him- 
ſelf, as he is, as he is now perfectly ſeen by 


angels, and as he will be ſeen by all the ſaints | 


in 
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in heaven, in all his eſſential glory and majeſty, 
What hath there ever been or 1s there in the 
world equal to this ſtght, of which every ma- 
nifeſtation of God to his ſervants of old, even 
the !ransfiguration of Chriſt, was but a figure! 
What is man, that thou calleſt him hitherto ! 
And now I truly know that all my deſires can 
never be ſatisfied or quieted with any earthly 
good, unleis I ſhall be united to thee, my God, 
in heaven, and ſhall be delivered from all evil. 
Therefore alſo thou, the high-pricft after the 
order of Melchidiſedec, who ever liveth, my 
divine fore-runner, haſt entered within the 
| wail, and gone before me to the Father, to 
Prepare a place and way for me to this glory; 
obtaining pardon of him for me by thy 
wounds, and by the ſweet incenſe of thy ac- 
cepted obedience unto death ; that I may now 
and ever have great confidence in thee, becauſe 
of the multitude of thy mercies. Ah! do 
not leave me, nor forſake me. Thou art my 
love and the deſire oſ my ſoul, my Saviour 
and my Redeemer, my hope from my youth, 
the thing that J long for and all my ſtay, even 
until my old age; who by thy power haſt 
done wonderful things, I deſire to love thee, 
; * 
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and through thy grace, as an inſtrument of thy 
glory, with thy ſaints to praiſe thee above all 
things, as long as I ſhall be a firanger, and 
baniſhed from thee in this my pilgrimage, 
| Return then by faith, my ſoul, with” Mary 
the mother of Jeſus, and with his apoſtles 
from the mount of Olives by Fexuſalem, ſeek- = 
ing the things which make for peace, and 
reſt from all the thorny cares of the world. 


F Prayer, &c, 


\OME, Holy Spirit, thou teſtifier of 

Chriſt, thou revealer of righteouſneſs, and 
guide to all truth, who helpeſt our infirmities, 
and makeſt interceſſion for us, according to 
the will of God, with groanings that cannot 
be uttered; powerfully drive away Satan from 
me, often diſturbing me with evil phantaſies 
in my prayers and meditations; and deliver me 
from thoſe lets and hindrances that interrupt 
me in running the race ſet before me, Lift up 
me from the depth of ſorrow, into the ſerenity 
of inward joy, in the hope of an eternal reſt 
by Chriſt, after a little labour of love, 
n wearineſs of mind ſtrengthen me; 
Againſt 


ä 


Can] 
Againſt all blindneſs of heart grant unto me 


thy heavenly illumination, for the clear diſ- 
cernment and ready acknowledgment of the 
truth of Chriſt. Againſt the impetuous mo- 
tions of anger, vouchſafe me, O God, the 
ſhield of patience. Againſt the fear of men, 


ſtrike me with the fear of hell. For who ſhall 


not fear the power of thy wrath and endleſs 


puniſhment ? Againſt a vain-glorious confi- 
dence in my doings, ſet before me thy perfect 
law and broad commandment, and my number- 
leſs tranſgreſſions. Againſt proud boaſting, . 

make me to conſider my many infirmities, 
and the ſuperior virtues of others. Againſt 
lightneſs of converſation, teach me to keep 
ſilence, Againſt diſtruſt in thee, when I am 
involved in troubles, when the fears of death 


come about me, vouchſafe me confidence, and 


this victorious faith in thee, that thou wilt 
ſanctify them all to my preſent and eternal 


profit, and bring me from the deep of the 
earth again. Amer, 


FINIS 


